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Pretrial Detention and Release - Restrictions

This bill requires that criminal defendants who are detained and awaiting trial be released
within five hours of the time they are ordered released on personal recognizance or the time
bail or bond has been posted.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: None. The Division of Pretrial Detention and Services should be able to
handle the requirements of this bill with existing budgeted resources.

Local Effect: Potentially significant increase in expenditures on some or all counties.
Revenues are not affected. This bill places a mandate on units of local government.

Fiscal Analysis

Local Expenditures: Unlike the Central Booking and Intake Facility operated by the
Division of Pretrial Detention and Services in Baltimore City, most local detention centers
are not fully staffed 24 hours a day. Releases are normally done during the daylight shift and
processed as a group. As many arrests are made in the evening or at night, evening and night
shifts may have to be supplemented with employees to perform releases. Prince George’s
County estimates its costs to be at least $173,600 annually, based on 10 new positions
covering two shifts.

The Department of Fiscal Services advises any increase in expenditures would vary by
jurisdiction and statewide costs cannot be reliably estimated at this time. Data is not readily
available at this time to determine the property tax equivalent for each county.

Information Source(s): Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services (Division of
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