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CHAPTER
1 AN ACT concerning
2 Criminal Defamation - Repeal

3 FOR the purpose of abrogating and repealing the common law offense of crimina

4 defamation; repealing as surplusage a statutory defense; and generally relaing to
5 crimina defamation.

6 BY addingto

7 Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments

8 Section 150A

9 Annotated Code of Maryland

10 (1996 Replacement Volume)

11 BY repeding

12 Article 75 - Pleadings, Practice and Process a Law
13 Section 5

14 Annotated Code of Maryland

15 (1995 Replacement Volume and 1996 Supplement)
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15 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
16 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

17 Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments

18 150A.

19 THE COMMON LAW OFFENSE OF CRIMINAL DEFAMATION IS ABROGATED AND
20 REPEALED.

21 Article 75 - Pleadings, Practice and Process at Law
22 [5.

23 In case any person shall be prosecuted by indictment or any other criminal

24 prosecution for alibel the party so prosecuted shall be entitled to give the truth of the
25 matter charged in the said indictment or other prosecution, in evidence under the genera
26 issue by way of justification.]

27
28

29 SECTION 3: 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
30 Octaober 1, 1997.





