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Family Beer and Wine Facility Permit - Sampling Privileges

This amended bill increases the fee for a family beer and wine facility permit from $100 to
$400. The bill also allows permit holders to produce samples for patrons provided that the
number of samples per patron does not exceed five and the samples do not exceed two
ounces per sample. Samples may only be consumed on the premises by a person who has a
nonrefundable contract to brew or ferment at the facility.

The bill is effective June 1, 1997.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Indeterminate. General fund revenues would increase by $300 for each family
beer and wine facility permit issued by the Comptroller. To date, no such permits have been
issued, and the number to be issued cannot be reliably projected at this time.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: Minimal impact on small businesses as discussed below.

Fiscal Analysis

Small Business Effect: Under the bill, a holder of a family beer and wine facility permit is
allowed to produce samples for patrons in limited quantities and for on-premises
consumption by a person who has a nonrefundable contract to brew or ferment at the facility.
The bill also increases the permit fee by $300. Currently, there are no such permits issued in

Maryland. Small business economic activity could be impacted depending upon whether the
sampling provision leads to the creation of family beer and wine facilities. However, the
higher permit fee increases the cost of starting a family beer and wine business. Since there
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are no such facilities in the State, it cannot be determined beforehand how many of these
would be small businesses (50 or fewer employees).

Information Source(s): Office of the Comptroller, Department of Fiscal Services
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