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This bill requires that the promotion of public school students to the next grade level be
based solely on the students’ academic performance and demonstrated competency.

This bill takes effect July 1, 1997.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: None. State funding would not be directly affected.

Local Effect: None. Most school systems already base student promotions on academic
performance and demonstrated competency.

Small Business Effect: None. Small businesses are not directly affected.

Fiscal Analysis

Local Effect: At the secondary grade level, student promotion is based on the number of
credits earned by each individual student, which may vary by jurisdiction. Currently, all
students need a minimum of 21 credits to graduate. However, at the elementary and middle
school level, student promotion is based upon the judgement of teachers and administrators.
Most school systems claim that they already base student promotions at both the primary and
secondary level on student academic performance. Since this bill does not establish any
mechanism to determine whether a student has achieved a certain level of academic
competency, there is no way to determine whether a school system would be out of
compliance with this legislation. In any event, to the extent that this bill prevents the
promotion of a student to the next grade, local expenditures for drop-out prevention programs
may increase if additional students are at risk of dropping out of school for failure to be
promoted.
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