
HB 129
Department of Legislative Services

Maryland General Assembly

FISCAL NOTE

House Bill 129 (Chairman, Environmental Matters Committee)
(Departmental - Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical
Services Systems)

Environmental Matters

Emergency Medical Services Providers

This departmental bill makes technical corrections to the definitions of “health care
provider”, “health care practitioner”, and “health practitioner” by including certain
emergency medical services (EMS) personnel. The bill also provides that individuals who
provide emergency medical services in Maryland without a license or certificate issued by the
Emergency Medical Services Board are guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction are
subject to a fine of up to $1,000 or imprisonment of up to one year.

The bill takes effect December 31, 1998.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: The civil and criminal penalty provisions of this bill are not expected to
significantly affect State finances or operations.

Local Effect: The civil and criminal penalty provisions of this bill are not expected to
significantly affect local finances or operations.

Small Business Effect: The Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems
has determined that this bill has minimal or no impact on small business (attached).
Legislative Services concurs with this assessment.
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Fiscal Analysis

Background: Several types of EMS personnel are excluded from the statutory definitions
of health care provider, health care practitioner, and health practitioner, which currently refer
only to health care providers and practitioners regulated under the Health Occupations
Article. Chapter 201 of 1997 transferred authority related to EMS providers from the Board
of Physician Quality Assurance (in the Health Occupations Article) to the Emergency
Medical Services Board (in the Education Article). The technical corrections are needed to
ensure that certain sections of State law continue to apply to EMS providers. Chapter 201
takes effect December 31, 1998.

Information Source(s): Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services System,
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (Licensing and Certification, Board of
Physician Quality Assurance), Department of Legislative Services
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