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Harness Racing - Racing Days

This bill authorizes the Maryland Racing Commission to award up to the number of harness
racing days requested by an applicant for a harness racing license and repeals the current law
limitations that specify no more than 310 racing days per licensee and no more than 620
racing days for all licensees.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Indeterminate increase in general fund revenues. No effect on expenditures.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: Minimal.

Fiscal Analysis

State Revenues: To the extent that more racing days are authorized, general fund revenues
would increase from the State wagering tax on the handle (that is, the total money bet). The
State wagering tax rate for fiscal 2000 is 0.32%. According to the Maryland Racing
Commission, the total handle in fiscal 2000 is estimated to be around $550 million, which
results in about $1.8 million in estimated wagering tax revenues in fiscal 2000.

Any increase in administrative expenditures as a result of the bill could be handled with
existing resources.
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