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Maryland Cancer Registry - Deaths Caused by Cancer

This bill requires that information on those who have died of cancer be reported to the
Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene for inclusion in the Maryland Cancer Registry.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: FY 2001 expenditures increase by $188,000 (22% federal funds, 78% general
funds) for cancer death report processing costs. Future year estimates increase with
annualization and inflation. Revenues would not be affected.

(in dollars) FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

GF Expenditures 146,600 197,400 199,400 201,400 203,400

FF Expenditures 41,400 55,700 56,200 56,800 57,400

Net Effect ($188,000) ($253,100) ($255,600) ($258,200) ($260,800)
Note: ( ) = decrease; GF = general funds; FF = federal funds; SF = special funds; - =indeterminate effect

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: Chapter 469 of 1991 established the Maryland Cancer Registry and outlined
the details for reporting cancer cases to the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene
(Secretary). Hospitals, medical laboratories, ambulatory care facilities, radiological centers,
and physicians that have care of a cancer patient, or have diagnosed a patient with cancer
must submit a cancer report to the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMH),
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Community and Public Health Administration’s Maryland Cancer Registry. Computerized
quarterly reports on patients initially diagnosed with cancer are sent to the Secretary with
information on admissions to cancer facilities, diagnosis, treatment, and the extent of the
disease. The submission of a second report containing information on deaths due to cancer is
not required.

State Fiscal Effect: The Maryland Cancer Registry currently processes approximately
36,000 reports on new cancer cases annually at an average cost of $20.88 per case. This bill
requires the submission of an additional report for an estimated 12,000 cancer deaths each
year. Assuming a cost of $20.88 per case, fiscal 2001 general and federal fund expenditures
would increase by $188,000 ($41,400 in federal funds and $146,600 in general funds), which
reflects the bill’s October 1, 2000, effective date. Future year estimates increase with
annualization and inflation.

Additional Information

Prior Introductions: None.

Cross File: None.

Information Source(s): Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Department of
Legislative Services

Fiscal Note History: First Reader - February 21, 2000
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