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CHAPTER 636

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Fire-Safety- Smoke Detectors - Residential Dweling-Units Disclosure
3

4

5 electrical-permit-are performed:ma .

6 i i certain leases and contracts of sale

7 residential property disclosure statements include a certain disclosure relating to

8 smoke detectors; providing for the application of this Act; and generally relating

9 to disclosures in leases and eontracts-of sale residential property disclosure

10 statements regarding smoke detectors.

11 BY repealing-and-reenacting—with-amendments; adding to

12 Article 38A - Fires and Investigations

13 Section 22A{p} 12A(r)

14 Annotated Code of Maryland

15 (1997 Replacement VVolume and 2000 Supplement)
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1 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
2 Article - Real Property

3 Section 10-702(d)(2)
4
5

Annotated Code of Maryland
(1996 Replacement Volume and 2000 Supplement)

6 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
7 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

8 Avrticle 38A - Fires and Investigations

25 (R) & EACH LEASE ORCONTRACTOFSALE FOR AN EXISTING

26 SINGLE-FAMHILY HOME RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNIT THAT CONTAINS
27 ALTERNATING CURRENT (AC) ELECTRIC SERVICE SHALL CONTAIN A DISCLOSURE IN
28 10-POINT BOLD TYPE THAT STATES:

29 "THIS HOME RESIDENTIAL DWELLING UNIT _CONTAINS ALTERNATING

30 CURRENT (AC) ELECTRIC SERVICE. IN THE EVENT OF A POWER OUTAGE, AN

31 ALTERNATING CURRENT (AC) POWERED SMOKE DETECTOR WILL NOT PROVIDE AN
32 ALARM SUHFABLE TO-WARNTHE OCCURPANT OF THE HOME. THEREFORE, THE

33 OCCUPANT SHOULD OBTAIN A DUAL POWERED SMOKE DETECTOR OR A BATTERY
34 POWERED SMOKE DETECTOR."
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5 Article - Real Property
6 10-702.
7 (d) 2 The disclosure form shall include a list of defects or information of

8 which the vendor has actual knowledge in relation to the following:

9 (0] Water and sewer systems, including the source of household
10 water, water treatment systems, and sprinkler systems;

11 (ii) Insulation;
12 (iii) Structural systems, including the roof, walls, floors, foundation,

13 and any basement;

14 (iv) Plumbing, electrical, heating, and air conditioning systems;
15 W) Infestation of wood-destroying insects;

16 (vi) Land use matters;

17 Vil Hazardous or requlated materials, including asbestos,

18 lead-based paint, radon, underground storage tanks, and licensed landfills; [and]

19 (viii)  Any other material defects known to the vendor; AND

20 (x) WHETHER THE SMOKE DETECTORS WILL PROVIDE AN ALARM
21 IN THE EVENT OF A POWER OUTAGE.

22 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall be
23 construed only prospectively and may not be applied or interpreted to have any effect

24 on or application to any smoke-detectorlocated-in-a-residential-dweling-unit-thatis

25 sold-orrented-before-theeffe /e date-of-this-A or-inwhich+renovation YallHldTala
26 building-permit-or-electrical-permitare-begun lease or contractofsale residential
27 property disclosure statement for an existing single-family-home residential dwelling
28 unit executed before the effective date of this Act.

29 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
30 October 1, 2001.
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