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FISCAL NOTE 

           
Senate Bill 72 (Chairman, Economic and Environmental Affairs Committee) 

 (Departmental – Natural Resources) 

Economic and Environmental Affairs     Environmental Matters 
 

  Fish - Chesapeake Bay Sport Fishing License - Exemptions 
 

 
This departmental bill allows a person to fish for finfish in the Chesapeake Bay or its 
tidal tributaries without a Chesapeake Bay sport fishing license if the person is a patient 
who is under treatment by a State-approved mental health facility, or is an individual who 
attends or resides in a State-approved retardation facility.  The administrator of the 
facility must certify that the patient or individual is engaged in an approved therapeutic 
program that involves a fishing activity. 
 
The bill takes effect June 1, 2001. 
 
 

Fiscal Summary 
 
State Effect:  The bill would not materially affect State operations or finances because it   
is expected to result in only a limited number of exemptions each year. 
 
Local Effect:  None. 
  
Small Business Effect:  The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has determined 
that this bill will have minimal or no impact on small business (attached).  Legislative 
Services concurs with this assessment. 
  
 

Analysis 
 
Current Law:  A person may fish for finfish in the Chesapeake Bay or its tidal 
tributaries without a Chesapeake Bay sport fishing license if the person:  (1) is under the 
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age of 16; (2) possesses a valid commercial license; (3) is fishing from private real 
property as an owner, family member of an owner, or nonpaying guest of an owner; (4) is 
fishing with a hook and line from a public bridge or public pier that has been designated 
by DNR as a free fishing area; (5) holds a valid tidal water sport fishing license issued by 
specified entities; (6) is fishing pursuant to specified special licenses; (7) is on active duty 
with the armed forces of the United States, is a resident of the State, is on leave from the 
armed forces, and has, while fishing, a copy of the person’s official leave orders; (8) 
fishes on a free fishing day designated by the Secretary of DNR; or (9) holds a current 
resident consolidated senior sport fishing license. 
 
Background:  Upon written request by the administrator of a State-approved mental 
health facility, DNR currently issues written permission to engage in fishing for 
therapeutic purposes without purchasing a recreational freshwater fishing license for a 
specified period of time.  DNR would like to offer the same exemption from a 
Chesapeake Bay sport fishing license, which is a recreational tidal water fishing license. 
 
 

Additional Information 
 
Prior Introductions:  None. 
 
Cross File:  None. 
 
Information Source(s):  Department of Natural Resources, Department of Legislative 
Services 
 
Fiscal Note History:  
ef/jr 

First Reader – January 12, 2000   
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