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FISCAL NOTE 

           
House Bill 966 (Delegate Weir) 

Environmental Matters     
 

  Commerical Crabbing - Daily Catch Limits 
 

   
This bill establishes daily catch limits for the commercial crab fishery from October 1 of 
each year until the end of the crabbing season (November 30). 
   
 

Fiscal Summary 
 
State Effect:  The bill would not materially affect State operations or finances. 
  
Local Effect:  None. 
  
Small Business Effect:  Minimal impact on crab harvesters and processors in the short 
term.  Based on commercial crab harvest data from 1997 through 1999, the daily catch 
limits established by the bill will result in a decrease in the value of the crab harvest by an 
estimated $18,400. 
  
 

Analysis 
 
Current Law:  Generally, a person authorized to catch crabs for commercial purposes 
may not set or fish more than 300 crab pots.  Licensees who held a valid license to catch 
crabs for commercial purposes on April 1, 1994 may set and fish 300 additional crab pots 
for each additional crew member authorized on the license, but may not set more than 
600 additional crab pots, and may not set more than 900 crab pots per boat. 
 
Background:  The blue crab is one of the most important species harvested in the bay 
and generates approximately $90 million in economic benefit to the State.  In the past 
several years, the blue crab harvest has decreased substantially.  According to the 
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Department of Natural Resources, about 57 million pounds of blue crab were landed in 
1993; in 1999, landings of blue crab totaled only about 32 million pounds.  This year, 
Maryland’s crab harvest hit a record low, with watermen landing a reported 21.9 million 
pounds. 
 
 

Additional Information 
 
Prior Introductions:  None.        
 
Cross File:  None.     
 
Information Source(s):  Department of Natural Resources, Department of Legislative 
Services         
 
Fiscal Note History:  
ef/jr 

First Reader – February 26, 2001   
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