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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

Crimes - Fraud - Personal Identifying I nfor mation

N

FOR the purpose of expanding the crime of identity fraud to include possession or
aiding another in possessing the personal identifying information of an
individual under certain circumstances; atering the penaties for identity fraud;

20 velving-personal-identifyingrfermation repealing a certain prohibition

21 against possession of certain credit card numbers, payment device numbers, or
22 certain signatures under certain circumstances; establishing certain pendties
23 for certain violations committed with intent to fraudulently manufacture,

24 distribute, or dispense certain personal identifying information under certain
25 circumgtances; altering a certain definition; defining a certain term; and

26 generally relating to the crime of fraud involving personal identifying

27 information.
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1 BY repedling

2 Article - Crimina Law

3 Section 8-215

4 Annotated Code of Maryland

5 (Asenacted by Chapter _ (H.B. 11) of the Acts of the General Assembly of
6 2002)

7 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

8 Article - Criminal Law

9 Section 8-301

10 Annotated Code of Maryland

11 (Asenacted by Chapter _ (H.B. 11) of the Acts of the General Assembly of
12 2002)

13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20
21
22

23 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
24 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read asfollows:

25 Article- Criminal Law
26 [8-215.

27 With unlawful or fraudulent intent, a person may not possess.

28 (@D} acredit card number or other payment device number belonging to

29 another; or

30 (2 any holder's signature.]

31 8-301.

R (3 (1) In this section[,] THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS

33 INDICATED.
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1 (2 "PAYMENT DEVICE NUMBER" HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 8-213
2 OFTHISTITLE.

3 ©)] "[personal] PERSONAL identifying information” means aname,
4 address, telephone number, driver'slicense number, Social Security number, place of

5 employment, employee identification number, mother's maiden name, bank or other

6 financia ingitution account number, date of birth, personal identification number,

7 [or] credit card number, OR OTHER PAYMENT DEVICE NUMBER.

8 (b) A person may not knowingly, willfully, and with fraudulent intent,

9 POSSESS, [obtain] OBTAIN, or help another to POSSESS OR obtain, any personal
10 identifying information of an individual, without the consent of theindividual, in

11 order to use, sdll, or transfer the information to get a benefit, credit, good, service, or
12 other thing of valuein the name of the individud.

13 (© A person may not knowingly and willfully assume the identity of another:

14 Q) to avoid prosecution for a crime; or

15 (2 with fraudulent intent to:

16 () get a benefit, credit, good, service, or other thing of value; or

17 (i) avoid the payment of debt or other lega obligation.

18 (d) (D) IFA PERSON VIOLATES SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION UNDER

20 WITH INTENT TO FRAUDULENTLY MANUFACTURE DISTRIBUTE OR DISPENSE THE

21 PERSONAL IDENTIFYING INFORMATION OF AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT THE

22 INDIVIDUAL'S CONSENT, THE PERSON IS GUILTY OF A FELONY AND ON CONVICTION
23 ISSUBJECT TO IMPRISONMENT NOT EXCEEDING 455 YEARS OR A FINE NOT

24 EXCEEDING $5,000 OR BOTH.

25
26
27
28

32 $599 EXCEPT AS PROVI DED IN PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION A person who
33 violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to

34 imprisonment not exceeding [1 year] 18 MONTHS or afine not exceeding $5,000 or

35 both.
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1 (e A person who violates this section is subject to § 5-106(b) of the Courts
2 Article

3 )] In addition to restitution under Title 11, Subtitle 6 of the Criminal
4 Procedure Article, a court may order a person who pleads guilty or nolo contendere or
5 who isfound guilty under this section to make restitution to the victim for reasonable

6 costs, including reasonabl e attorney's fees, incurred:
7 (1) for clearing the victim's credit history or credit rating; and

8 2 in connection with acivil or administrative proceeding to satisfy a
9 debt, lien, judgment, or other obligation of the victim that arose because of the
10 violation.

11 (9) A sentence under this section may be imposed separate from and
12 consecutive to or concurrent with a sentence for any crime based on the act or acts
13 establishing the violation of this section.
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6 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
7 October 1, 2002.



