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  Smoke Detectors - Residential Dwelling Units - Exemption from Disclosure 
 

  
This bill provides two exemptions from a requirement that each lease for an existing 
residential dwelling unit that contains alternating current electrical service contain a 
specified disclosure relating to smoke detectors.  Specifically, the two exemptions apply 
to a residential dwelling unit:  (1) that was built after 1990; or (2) in which both battery 
powered backup and alternating current smoke detectors have been installed. 
  
 

Fiscal Summary 
 
State Effect:  This bill would not directly affect governmental operations or finances. 
  
Local Effect:  None. 
  
Small Business Effect:  None. 
  
 

Analysis 
 
Current Law:  Chapter 636 of 2001 requires that each lease for an existing residential 
dwelling unit that contains alternating current electrical service must contain the 
following disclosure in ten-point type: 
 

“This residential dwelling unit contains alternating current (AC) electric service.  
In the event of a power outage, an alternating current (AC) powered smoke 
detector will not provide an alarm.  Therefore, the occupant should obtain a dual 
powered smoke detector or a battery powered smoke detector.” 
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Chapter 636 also requires residential property disclosure statements to include 
information as to whether the property’s smoke detectors will provide an alarm in the 
event of a power outage.  All of these provisions were required to be construed and 
applied prospectively only to leases or residential property disclosure statements for 
existing units executed on or after October 1, 2001.  
 
Under provisions requiring smoke detection systems for residential dwelling buildings or 
units, a smoke detector must be of a type that operates both by battery and on an 
alternating current (AC) primary source of electric power if the smoke detector is 
installed in a new residential dwelling unit:  (1) containing alternating current (AC) 
electrical service; (2) designed to be occupied by one or more families; and (3) for which 
a building permit is issued for new construction on or after July 1, 1990. 
 
Background:  Residential dwelling units built after 1990 are already required under State 
law to have both battery backup and alternating current smoke detectors.         
 
 

Additional Information 
 
Prior Introductions:   None.    
 
Cross File:   None.    
 
Information Source(s):  Department of State Police (State Fire Marshal), Apartment and 
Office Building Association of Metropolitan Washington, Department of Legislative 
Services         
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