HOUSE BILL 541

Unofficial Copy 2003 Regular Session
E3 3Ir1157

By: Delegates Zirkin, M orhaim, Amedori, Nathan-Pulliam, and O'Donnell
Introduced and read first time: February 6, 2003
Assigned to: Judiciary

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 20, 2003

CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

Task Forceto Studv the Mentorlnq and Monltorlnq of Chlldren in the
Custody of or Under the Super vision of the Department of Juvenile Justice

A OWN

19 Mentormq and Momtormq of Chlldren in the Custody of or Under the

20 Supervision of the Department of Juvenile Justice; providing for the

21 membership of the Task Force; requiring the Governor to designate a chairman
22 of the Task Force; requiring the Department to staff the Task Force; providing
23 that the members of the Task Force may not receive compensation but are

24 entitled to a certain reimbursement; establishing the duties of the Task Force;
25 requiring the Task Force to make a certain report on or before a certain date;
26 providing for the termination of this Act; and generdly relating to the Task

27 Force to Study the Mentoring and Monitoring of Children in the Custody of or
28 Under the Supervision of the Department of Juvenile Justice.
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6 SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
7 MARYLAND, That thetaws-of-Marylandread-asfollows:
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1 M) INTERACTINGWITH THE CHILD'S TEACHER OR EMPLOYER-H-

28 @ ThereisaTask Force to Study the Mentoring and Monitoring of Children
29 in the Custody of or Under the Supervision of the Department of Juvenile Justice.

30 (b) The Task Force consists of the following members.

31 Q) two members of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the President
32 of the Senate;

33 2 two members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of
34 the House;

35 3 the Secretary of Juvenile Justice, or the Secretary's designee;
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1 4 the State Superintendent of Schooals, or the Superintendent's

2 designee;

3 B the Specia Secretary of the Office for Children, Y outh, and Families

4 or the Special Secretary's designee; and

5 (6) the following members appointed by the Governor:

6 (i) one representative of the State Judiciary who is knowledgeable

7 and experienced in juvenile justice issues;

8 (i) one representative of the Office of the Public Defender who is
9 knowledgeable and experienced in juvenile justice issues;

10 i one representative of a State's Attorney's officewho is
11 knowledgeable and experienced in juvenile justice i sSUes;

12 (iv) one representative of law enforcement who is knowledgeable

13 and experienced in juvenile justice issues;

14 ) one representative of a community-based advocacy group that

15 dealswith juvenile justice issues;

16 (vi) one representative from an association of retired individuas;

17 and

18 (vii)  onerepresentative of alocal college who is knowledgeable about

19 theactivities of student volunteers.

20 (© The Governor shall designate the chairman of the Task Force.

21 (d) The Department of Juvenile Justice shall provide staff for the Task Force.

22 [(C)] A member of the Task Force:

23 Q) may hot receive compensation; but

24 2 is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
25 Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

26 ) The Task Force shall:

27 Q) study and make recommendations regarding the feasibility of
28 ingtituting a program in the Department of Juvenile Justice to match children with
29 volunteer mentors, including retired individuals and college students;

30 2 study and make recommendations regarding the feasibility of
31 providing intensive individualized monitoring and support servicesto children in the
32 custody of or under the supervision of the Department of Juvenile Justice;
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1 3 make recommendations regarding ways to help a child become
2 productively involved in schoal or the workplace;

3 4 make recommendations on ways to use monitoring and mentoring
4 programsto help decrease the likelihood that a child who has had contact with the

5 Department of Juvenile Justice will be involved in delinguent behavior in the future;

6 and

7 (B5) study and make recommendations on the feasibility of using

8 monitoring and mentoring programs to provide a child in the custody of or under the
9 supervision of the Department of Juvenile Justice with services, including informal
10 counsdling, tutoring, assisting the child with life training skills, working with the

11 child'sfamily or guardian, and interacting with the child's school or employer.

12 ()] The Task Force shall report its findings and recommendations to the
13 Governor and, subject to 8§ 2-1246 of the State Government Article, to the General
14 Assembly on or before October 1, 2004.

15 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect

16 October 1, 2003. It shall remain effective for a period of 3-yearsand-3-menths 1 year
17 and 1 month and, at the end of Becember-31,-2006 October 31, 2004, with no further
18 action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall be abrogated and of no further
19 force and effect.




