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FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE

House Bill 625 (Delegate Menes)
Judiciary

Civil Actions- Limitation of Actions - Land Surveyors

This bill reduces the time in which a person may seek recovery for damages incurred for
an error in a survey of land from 20 to 10 years after the survey, or within 3 years after
the discovery of the error, whichever occursfirst.

The bill applies prospectively to cases filed on or after the bill’s October 1, 2003 effective
date.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: The bill is not expected to have a significant impact on judicial operations
or expenditures.

Local Effect: Minimal — see above.

Small Business Effect: The bill would reduce the time period in which certain lawsuits
could be brought against surveyors, but its effect on small businesses is expected to be
minimal.

|
Analysis

Current Law: A person may not seek contribution or indemnity for damages incurred
for an error in asurvey of land unless an action for damages is brought within 20 years of
the survey, or within 3 years after the discovery of the error, whichever occursfirst.




Additional | nfor mation
Prior Introductions. None.
CrossFilee None.

I nfor mation Sour ce(s): Judiciary (Administrative Office of the Courts); Department of
Labor, Licensing, and Regulation; Department of Legislative Services

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - February 24, 2003
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