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CHAPTER 481

1 AN ACT concerning

N

Juvenile Services - Step-Down Aftercare

3 FOR the purpose of requiring a child discharged from a committed residential
4 placement to receive certain step-down aftercare for a period to be determined
5 by the Department of Juvenile Services; requiring a child in a step-down
6
7
8

aftercare program to I'eCEIVE certaln SEI‘VICGS Wﬂﬂgﬂ—step-dewn-a#emam

20 te—ee#tmn—eeunﬂes—m—a—ee.ttam—ameum— deflnlng certaln terms egumng the
21 Department to submit a certain report; and generally relating to juvenile
22 services.

23 BY adding to

24 Avrticle 83C - Juvenile Services
25 Section 2-127.1 and-2-127.2
26 Annotated Code of Maryland
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1 (2003 Replacement Volume)

2 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
3 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

4 Article 83C - Juvenile Services
5 2-127.1.

6 (A) 1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
7 INDICATED.

8
9 |
10 F
11
12 W
13 . e -
14 HOMES AND COMMUNITIES:

15 ()] A NETWORK OF PROGRAMS PROVIDING EDUCATION AND
16 REHABILITATION; AND

17 an SERVICES AND TREATMENT TO EASE THE TRANSITION OF
18 CHILDREN FROM THE CUSTODY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO THEIR HOMES AND
19 COMMUNITIES.

20 ?3) "STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE PLAN" MEANS AN INDIVIDUALIZED PLAN
21 FOR EACH CHILD IN STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE THAT PROPOSES SPECIFIC
22 ASSISTANCE, GUIDANCE, TREATMENT, SERVICES, AND SUPERVISION-

23 4 - -
24 W \ , .
25

26 m PREPARE PREPARES THE CHILD FOR REENTRY INTO THE
27 SPECIFIC COMMUNITY TO WHICH THE CHILD WILL RETURN,;

28 (m ENSURE ENSURES THE DELIVERY OF PRESCRIBED SERVICES
29 TO THE CHILD IN THE COMMUNITY; AND

30 (n MONHOR MONITORS CONDUCT IN THE COMMUNITY TO
31 ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY.

32 (B) (1) A CHILD DISCHARGED FROM A COMMITTED RESIDENTIAL
33 PLACEMENT SHALL RECEIVE STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE FOR A PERIOD TO BE
34 DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

35 (2) A CHILD IN STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE SHALL RECEIVE:
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1 m A STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE PLAN;

2 (m SUPERVISION BY A STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE FEAM STAFF IN
3 ACCORDANCE WITH THE STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE PLAN,;

4 (mn EDUCATIONAL TFRAINING-OUTSIDE OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL
5 OWING D v H\
6
7

8 (v) ANY OTHER SERVICES NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE
9 STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE PLAN.

10 © THE STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE FEAM STAFF SHALL:
11 1) PREPARE A STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE PLAN FOR EACH CHILD IN

12 AFTERCARE ASSIGNED TO THE STEP-DOWN AFTERCARE FEAM PROGRAM AND FILE
13 THE PLAN WITH THE DEPARTMENT;

14 (2) KEEP REGULAR RECORDS CONCERNING THE PROGRESS OF EACH
15 CHILD;
16 (3) FILE A MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT ON EACH CHILD WITH THE

17 DEPARTMENT; AND

18 4) FILE AN ANNUAL REPORT ON THE OUTCOME OF STEP-DOWN
19 AFTERCARE PLANS FOR THE CHILDREN ASSIGNEBTOTHETFEAM IN THE STEP-DOWN
20 AFTERCARE PROGRAM, THAT SHALL INCLUDE TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE:

21 m INFORMATION ON THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN WHO:

22 1. ARE REARRESTED;

23 2. ARE REARRESTED AND CHARGED WITH SERIOUS OR

24 VIOLENT OFFENSES;

25 3. ARE REARRESTED AND WAIVED TO THE ADULT SYSTEM,;
26 4, ARE RE-REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT;

27 5. ARE READJUDICATED AND RECOMMITTED;

28 6 GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL OR SUCCESSFULLY

29 COMPLETE A HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY EXAMINATION; AND
30 7. ARE EMPLOYED; AND

31 ) OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION.
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30 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Department of

31 Juvenile Services, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, shall
32 report to the General Assembly on or before December 31, 2004, on:

33 Q) the total population of youth who are identified, through the use of
34 departmental classification instruments, as being in need of intensive or high-need
35 aftercare supervision;

36 (2 the number of youth in the intensive and high-need aftercare
37 supervision categories currently being served by the Department and the staffing
38 ratio for each group;
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1 3) the staffing levels that would be required to adequately serve the
2 intensive and high-need aftercare supervision populations; and

3 4) a timetable for adequately serving the two populations identified.

4 SECTION 2: 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
5 effect October 1, 2004.



