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CHAPTER_
1 AN ACT concerning

Motor Vehicles - Restrictions Learners' Permits and Provisional Licenses -
Prohibition on Use of Wireless Communication Devices While Driving
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licensees prohibiting the holder of a learner's instructional permit or provisional
driver's license from using a certain interaetive types of wireless communication
de-v}ee devices while operatlng a motor vehicle that is in motlon pfembﬁ-l-n«g—t-he

11 eemmume&&ea—dewee—thaﬁ&—held—b&&he—dmer—w#ﬁe—m—&se— prov1d1ng for
12 certaln exceptlons deflmng certaln terms; est-abl-}s-hmg—eeft-ai-n—peﬂa}&es—

17 peﬂed—ef—ﬁm%piﬁewdﬁmg—fer—eh%eeﬂs&ueﬁeimf—ehﬂ%et— uthorlzmg a pohc

18 officer to enforce this Act only as a secondary action when detaining a driver for
19 another suspected violation of law; authorizing the Motor Vehicle

20 Administration to suspend an individual's driver's license for a violation of this
21 Act for up to a certain period of time; authorizing the Administration to issue a

22 certain restricted license; providing for certain hearings; and generally relating
23 to prohibiting the use of certain interactive wireless communication devices i
24 motor-vehieles by holders of learners' instructional permits or provisional

25 drivers' licenses under certain circumstances.

26 B¥repealingandreenactingwith-amendments;
27 Article—Transportation
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1 Section16-13
Annotated-Code-of- Maryland
2002 Replacement-Volume-and 2004-Supplementy
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4 BY adding to

5 Article - Transportation

6 Section 21-1123

7 Annotated Code of Maryland

8 (2002 Replacement Volume and 2004 Supplement)

9 BY I ! e with I ’
10 Article—Transportation

11 Scetion27-10+ay-and-(b)

12 Annotated-Code-of Maryland

13 2002 Replacement-Volume-and2004-Supplement)

14 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
15 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

16 Article -—Transpertation
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(A) @ IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS

2 INDICATED.

3

2) "9-1-1 SYSTEM" HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 1-301 OF THE PUBLIC

4 SAFETY ARTICLE.

5

6

3) "WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICE" MEANS:

@O A HANDHELD OR HANDS FREE DEVICE USED TO ACCESS A

7 WIRELESS TELEPHONE SERVICE; OR
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an A TEXT MESSAGING DEVICE.

B) THIS SECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO THE USE OF A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION DEVICE TO CONTACT A 9-1-1 SYSTEM.

© A HOLDER OF A LEARNER'S INSTRUCTIONAL PERMIT OR A PROVISIONAL
DRIVER'S LICENSE WHO IS UNDER THE AGE OF 18 YEARS MAY NOT USE A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION DEVICE WHILE OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE IF THE MOTOR
VEHICLE IS IN MOTION.

(D) A POLICE OFFICER MAY ENFORCE THIS SECTION ONLY AS A SECONDARY
ACTION WHEN THE POLICE OFFICER DETAINS A DRIVER FOR A SUSPECTED
VIOLATION OF ANOTHER PROVISION OF THE CODE.

(E) @ IF THE ADMINISTRATION RECEIVES SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE THAT
AN INDIVIDUAL HAS VIOLATED THIS SECTION, THE ADMINISTRATION:

@O MAY SUSPEND THE INDIVIDUAL'S DRIVER'S LICENSE FOR NOT
MORE THAN 90 DAYS; AND

an MAY ISSUE A RESTRICTED LICENSE FOR THE PERIOD OF
SUSPENSION THAT IS LIMITED TO DRIVING A MOTOR VEHICLE:

IN THE COURSE OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S EMPLOYMENT;

=

2. FOR THE PURPOSE OF DRIVING TO OR FROM A PLACE OF

EMPLOYMENT:; OR

3. FOR THE PURPOSE OF DRIVING TO OR FROM SCHOOL.

2) AN INDIVIDUAL MAY REQUEST A HEARING AS PROVIDED FOR A
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION UNDER HFEE16 TITLE 12, SUBTITLE 2, OF THIS
ARTICLE.

SECTION 5- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect October 1, 2005.
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