D4

UNOFFICIAL COPY OF SENATE BILL 664
EMERGENCY BIEE
61r2399
CF 612398

By: Senator Grosfeld
Introduced and read first time: February 3, 2006
Assigned to: Judicial Proceedings

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted with floor amendments
Read second time: March 29, 2006

CHAPTER_

1 AN ACT concerning

20
21
22
23
24

25

Family Law - Court-Appointed Lawyer for Child - Immunity from-Civil
Liabili

FOR the purpose of authorizing the court to appoint a lawyer to represent a minor

child inan-actionin-which-the-court-hasreason-to-beconecerned-about-the

o N o nteo hild: m mo th A
0 an-a d d:-makine 3
certain actions as a child advocate attorney or a

Marvland Rules best interest attorney; requiring a lawyer appointed under this
Act to exercise ordinary care and diligence in the representation of a minor
child; and generally relating to the appointment of a lawyer to represent a minor
child.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

Article - Family Law

Section 1-202

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2004 Replacement Volume and 2005 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

26 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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1 Article - Family Law
2 1-202.
3 (A) In an action in which custody, visitation rights, or the amount of support of

4 aminor child is contested, ORTFHE-COURT HAS REASON-TO BE-CONCERNED-ABOUT
5 THE-WELEFARE-OE-A-MINOR-CHIED; the court may:

6 €] @ appoint A LAWYER WHO SHALL SERVE AS A CHILD ADVOCATE
7 ATTORNEY to represent the minor child [counsel] AND who may not represent any
8 party to the action; and OR

9
11 GOURJILABPQINSPED—I:A—\&QLE-RS—R—EPRESENTING—GHH:DREN APPOINT A LAWYER WHO
12 SHALL SERVE AS A GUARDIAN-AD HTEM_ AESOKNOWN-AS-A BEST INTEREST

13 ATTORNEY:; TO REPRESENT THE MINOR CHILD AND WHO MAY NOT REPRESENT ANY
14 PARTY TO THE ACTION; AND

15 2) impose against either or both parents fcounsel} fees EFOR-SERVAICES
16 .

17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28 APPOINTED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL EXERCISE ORDINARY CARE AND
29 DILIGENCE IN THE REPRESENTATION OF A MINOR CHILD.

30 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER EN ACTED That this Act fs—aﬂ—emer-geﬂey

34 t—h%da{%}t—fs—eﬂaeted shall take effect June 1 2006
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