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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Public Service Commission;-the People's-Counsel;-and-the Office-of People's
Counsel

4 FOR the purpose of altering the manner of appointment of the members of the Public
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19 altermg the manner for selectmg the Chalrman of the Commlsswn altering the
20 beginning of the term of office of the members and Chairman of the Commission;
21 making this Act an emergency measure; and generally relating to the Public

22 Service Commission;-the-People's-Counsel,-and-the Office-of People's Counsel.
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1 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
2 Article - Public Utility Companies

3 Section 2-102;-2-202-and-2-204 and 2-103
4 Annotated Code of Maryland

5 (1998 Volume and 2005 Supplement)

W

11 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
12 MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

13 Article - Public Utility Companies
14 2-102.
15 (a) The Commission consists of five commissioners[, appointed by the

16 Governor with the advice and consent of the Senate] APPOINTED AS FOLLOWS:

17 (1) ONE-COMMISSIONER TWO COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED BY THE

18 PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE,;

19 2) ONE-COMMISSIONER TWO COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED BY THE

20 SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES; AND

21 3) ONE COMMISSIONER APPOINTED BY THE ATFORNEY-GENERAL-AND
22 “ TWO-COMMISSIONERS-APPOINTED BY-THE GOVERNOR.

23 (b) @))] Each commissioner shall be a registered voter of the State.

24 2) fThe Commission shall be broadly representative of the public

25 interest and shall be composed of individuals with diverse training and experience.}
26 [] OMNM ONER-M A E E s

27 :
28

29 :
30 SERVACE-COMPANY FORATEEAST S YEARSIMMEDIATEEY PRECEDING
31 APPOINTMENTTFO-THE-COMMISSION:

32 (©) Each commissioner shall devote full time to the duties of office.

33 (d) (1) The term of a commissioner is 5 years and begins on Jsly+ APRIL 10.
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1 2 The terms of commissioners are staggered as required by the terms in
2 effect for commissioners on [October 1, 1998] JUE¥+ APRIL 10, 2006.

3 3) At the end of a term, a commissioner continues to serve until a
4 successor qualifies.

5 @) A commissioner who is appointed after a term has begun serves for
6 the rest of the term and until a successor qualifies.

7 (e) Before taking office, each appointee to the Commission shall take the oath
8 required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.

9 ®) The Governor may remove a commissioner for incompetence or misconduct
10 in accordance with § 3-307 of the State Government Article.

11 2-103.

12 @ [With the advice and consent of the Senate, the Governor shall appoint]
13 FROM AMONG THE COMMISSIONERS, THE COMMISSION SHALL ELECT a Chairman.

14 (b) a The term of the Chairman is 5 years and begins on [July 1] APRIL
15 10.

16 (@3] At the end of a term, the Chairman continues to serve until a
17 successor qualifies.

18 3 A Chairman who is [appointed] ELECTED after a term has begun
19 serves for the rest of the term and until a successor qualifies.

20 2204+

21 THE-OFHFICE-OF PEOPLE'S-COUNSELIS A UNT-OFTHE-OFEICE-OFTHE
22 ATFORNEY-GENERAL:

23 2202
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, notwithstanding the
provisions of § 2-102 of the Public Utility Companies Article, the term of office of each
commissioner of the Public Service Commission serving on the effective date of this
Act shall terminate at the end of Jure30 April 9, 2006. The terms of office of each of
the commissioners of the Public Service Commission appointed under Section 1 of this
Act shall begin on Jaly+ April 10, 2006, and shall expire as follows:

D one the member appointed by the Governor in 2007,

2) the one member appointed by the Atterney-General Speaker of the
House in 2008;

3) the one member appointed by the Speakerof-the House President of
the Senate in 2009;

“) the second member appointed by the Geverner Speaker of the House
in 2010; and

5) the second member appointed by the President of the Senate in 2011.
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10 SECTION 7-3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act is an

11 emergency measure, is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health
12 or safety, has been passed by a yea and nay vote supported by three-fifths of all the
13 members elected to each of the two Houses of the General Assembly, and shall take
14 effect from the date it is enacted.



