HOUSE BILL 1034
J1, M3, C8 71r1070

By: Delegates Oaks, Glenn, and Rosenberg
Introduced and read first time: February 9, 2007
Assigned to: Health and Government Operations

A BILL ENTITLED
AN ACT concerning
Maryland Healthy Places Act

FOR the purpose of requiring the Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene to establish
an Interagency Working Group to discuss certain environmental health
concerns; providing for the membership, appointments, and duties of the group;
requiring the group to meet a certain number of times each year; requiring the
Secretary to sponsor an annual conference on environmental health and health
disparities; requiring the Secretary to establish a certain pilot program,;
requiring that a certain pilot program be funded through a certain
appropriation; requiring the Secretary in coordination with the group to develop
guidance and adopt regulations for certain health impact assessments;
requiring that a certain pilot program provide certain funding and technical
assistance to certain eligible entities to prepare certain health impact
assessments; establishing that applications for certain grants include certain
information; providing for the purpose and content of certain health impact
assessments; requiring certain eligible entities to follow certain guidelines and
establish a certain balance while preparing certain health impact assessments;
requiring certain eligible entities to take into consideration certain comments
and include certain responses in certain health impact assessments; requiring
the Secretary to establish and maintain a certain database; requiring a certain
pilot program to award certain levels of grants to certain eligible entities to
conduct environmental health improvement activities; requiring certain eligible
entities to submit a certain application for a certain grant; establishing that
certain grants may be used for certain purposes; requiring that certain funds be
used to establish certain planning and prioritizing councils; requiring that
certain councils perform certain acts to assist the environmental health

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
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2 HOUSE BILL 1034

assessment process and environmental health promotion activities of certain
eligible entities; providing for the membership of certain councils; requiring that
certain grants be awarded to certain eligible entities that have already
established certain broad-based collaborative partnerships and completed
certain environmental assessments; requiring that the Secretary submit a
certain report on or before a certain date each year; requiring the Governor to
include a certain appropriation in a certain budget; providing that a certain
subtitle may be cited by a certain name; defining certain terms; and generally
relating to the Maryland Healthy Places Act.

BY adding to
Article — Health — General
Section 13-2501 through 13-2508 to be under the new subtitle “Subtitle 25.
Maryland Healthy Places Act”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2005 Replacement Volume and 2006 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Health - General
SUBTITLE 25. MARYLAND HEALTHY PLACES ACT.
13-2501.

(A) IN THIS SUBTITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(B) “BUILT ENVIRONMENT” MEANS AN ENVIRONMENT CONSISTING OF
BUILDINGS, SPACES, AND PRODUCTS THAT ARE CREATED OR MODIFIED BY
INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES, INCLUDING:

(1) HOMES, SCHOOLS, WORKPLACES, GREENWAYS, BUSINESS
AREAS, TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, AND PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS;

(2) ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINES;

(3) WASTE DISPOSAL SITES; AND
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HOUSE BILL 1034 3

(4) LAND-USE PLANNING AND POLICIES THAT IMPACT URBAN,
RURAL, AND SUBURBAN COMMUNITIES.

(C) “ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH” MEANS THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
OF A POPULATION AS AFFECTED BY:

(1) THE DIRECT PATHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF CHEMICALS,
RADIATION, AND BIOLOGICAL AGENTS; AND

(2) THE EFFECTS, INCLUDING THE INDIRECT EFFECTS, OF THE
BROAD PHYSICAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL, SOCIAL, AND AESTHETIC ENVIRONMENT.

(D) “HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT” MEANS ANY COMBINATION OF
PROCEDURES, METHODS, TOOLS, AND MEANS USED TO ANALYZE THE ACTUAL
OR POTENTIAL EFFECTS OF A POLICY, PROGRAM, OR PROJECT ON THE HEALTH
OF A POPULATION, INCLUDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF THOSE EFFECTS WITHIN
THE POPULATION.

(E) “INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP” MEANS THE INTERAGENCY
WORKING GROUP ON ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH.

13-2502.

(A) THE SECRETARY SHALL ESTABLISH AN INTERAGENCY WORKING
GROUP TO DISCUSS ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS, INCLUDING
CONCERNS THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT DISADVANTAGED
POPULATIONS.

(B) (1) THE INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP SHALL CONSIST OF A
REPRESENTATIVE FROM:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT;

(I1) THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT;

(I11) THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT;

(Iv) THE DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES;
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4 HOUSE BILL 1034

(v) THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE;
(vi) THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING;
(Vi) THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION; AND

(VIII) ANY OTHER AGENCY THAT THE SECRETARY
DETERMINES TO BE APPROPRIATE.

(2) EACH REPRESENTATIVE SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE HEAD
OF THE RESPECTIVE AGENCY.

(C) THE INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP SHALL:

(1) FACILITATE COMMUNICATION AND PARTNERSHIP ON
ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH-RELATED PROJECTS AND POLICIES:

0)) TO GENERATE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
INTERACTIONS BETWEEN POLICY AREAS; AND

(I1) TO RAISE AWARENESS OF THE RELEVANCE OF HEALTH
ACROSS POLICY AREAS TO ENSURE THAT THE POTENTIAL POSITIVE AND
NEGATIVE HEALTH CONSEQUENCES OF DECISIONS ARE NOT OVERLOOKED;

(2) SERVE AS A CENTRALIZED MECHANISM TO COORDINATE A
STATE EFFORT:

() TO DISCUSS AND EVALUATE EVIDENCE AND
KNOWLEDGE ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GENERAL ENVIRONMENT
AND THE HEALTH OF THE POPULATION OF THE STATE;

(i1 To DETERMINE THE RANGE OF EFFECTIVE, FEASIBLE,
AND COMPREHENSIVE ACTIONS TO IMPROVE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH; AND

(111) TO EXAMINE AND BETTER ADDRESS THE INFLUENCE OF
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH;
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HOUSE BILL 1034 5

(3) SURVEY STATE AGENCIES TO DETERMINE WHICH POLICIES
ARE EFFECTIVE IN ENCOURAGING EFFORTS RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH PROMOTION AND HOW BEST TO FACILITATE OUTREACH WITHOUT
DUPLICATING THOSE EFFORTS;

(4) ESTABLISH SPECIFIC GOALS WITHIN AND ACROSS STATE
AGENCIES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROMOTION, INCLUDING
DETERMINATIONS OF ACCOUNTABILITY FOR REACHING THOSE GOALS;

(5) DEVELOP A STRATEGY FOR ALLOCATING RESPONSIBILITIES
AND ENSURING PARTICIPATION IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROMOTIONS,
PARTICULARLY IN THE CASE OF COMPETING AGENCY PRIORITIES;

(6) COORDINATE PLANS TO COMMUNICATE ABOUT
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH TO ENABLE REPORTING AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
TO PRODUCE MORE USEFUL AND TIMELY INFORMATION;

(7) INITIATE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH IMPACT DEMONSTRATION
PROJECTS TO DEVELOP INTEGRATED PLACE-BASED MODELS FOR ADDRESSING
COMMUNITY QUALITY-OF-LIFE ISSUES;

(8) PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF EVIDENCE-BASED BEST
PRACTICES, MODEL PROGRAMS, EFFECTIVE GUIDELINES, AND OTHER
STRATEGIES FOR PROMOTING ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH;

(99 MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE STATE EFFORTS
RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROMOTION AND TO ENSURE STATE
EFFORTS ARE CONSISTENT WITH AVAILABLE STANDARDS AND EVIDENCE AND
OTHER PROGRAMS IN EXISTENCE ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2007;

(10) MONITOR STATE PROGRESS IN MEETING SPECIFIC
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROMOTION GOALS;

(11) ASSIST IN ENSURING, TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT
PRACTICABLE, INTEGRATION OF THE IMPACT OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES,
PROGRAMS, AND ACTIVITIES ON THE AREAS UNDER STATE JURISDICTION;

(12) COLLABORATE WITH NATIONAL AND STATE INITIATIVES TO
LEARN FROM NATURAL EXPERIMENTS SUCH AS OBSERVATIONS FROM CHANGES
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6 HOUSE BILL 1034

IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND THE CONSEQUENT EFFECTS ON HEALTH BY
ASSISTING IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE
REPORTS OF THE INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE ENTITLED:

() “DOES THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT INFLUENCE
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY? EXAMINING THE EVIDENCE”, DATED JANUARY 11, 2005;
AND

(I1) “REBUILDING THE UNITY OF HEALTH AND THE
ENVIRONMENT: A NEW VISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH FOR THE 21ST
CENTURY”, DATED JANUARY 22, 2001;

(13) ASSIST THE SECRETARY WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF
GUIDANCE FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL HEALTH EFFECTS OF
LAND USE, HOUSING, AND TRANSPORTATION POLICY AND PLANS; AND

(14) COORDINATE WITH OTHER STATE SMART GROWTH EFFORTS.

(E) (1) THE INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP SHALL MEET AT LEAST
3 TIMES EACH YEAR.

(2) THE SECRETARY SHALL SPONSOR AN ANNUAL CONFERENCE
ON ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND HEALTH DISPARITIES TO ENHANCE
COORDINATION, BUILD PARTNERSHIPS, AND SHARE BEST PRACTICES IN
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND REPORTING.

13-2503.

(A) THE SECRETARY SHALL ESTABLISH A PILOT PROGRAM IN
ACCORDANCE WITH §§ 13-2504 AND 13-2505 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

(B) THE PILOT PROGRAM SHALL BE FUNDED THROUGH THE
APPROPRIATION UNDER § 13-2507 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

13-2504.
(A) IN THIS SECTION, “ELIGIBLE ENTITY” MEANS A UNIT OF STATE OR

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WITH JURISDICTION OF INDIVIDUALS OR POPULATIONS
WHOSE HEALTH WILL BE AFFECTED BY AN ACTIVITY OR A PROPOSED ACTIVITY.
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HOUSE BILL 1034 7

(B) THE SECRETARY SHALL:

(1) ESTABLISH A PILOT PROGRAM ADVANCING THE FIELD OF
HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT, INCLUDING:

0)) COLLECTING AND DISSEMINATING BEST PRACTICES;

(I1) ADMINISTERING CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (D) OF THIS SECTION;

(II1) PROVIDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE;
(Iv) PROVIDING TRAINING; AND
(V) CONDUCTING EVALUATIONS;

(2) IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBSECTION (F) OF THIS SECTION,
DEVELOP GUIDANCE TO CONDUCT HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENTS; AND

(3) ESTABLISH A GRANT PROGRAM TO ALLOW ELIGIBLE ENTITIES
TO CONDUCT HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENTS.

(c) THE SECRETARY, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE INTERAGENCY
WORKING GROUP, SHALL:

(1) DEVELOP GUIDANCE FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF THE
POTENTIAL HEALTH EFFECTS OF LAND USE, HOUSING, AND TRANSPORTATION
POLICY AND PLANS, INCLUDING:

0)) BACKGROUND ON NATIONAL EFFORTS TO BRIDGE
URBAN PLANNING AND PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTIONS AND DISCIPLINES,
INCLUDING A REVIEW OF HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT BEST PRACTICES
NATIONALLY;

(I1) EVIDENCE-BASED CAUSAL PATHWAYS THAT LINK
URBAN PLANNING, TRANSPORTATION, AND HOUSING POLICY AND OBJECTIVES
TO HUMAN HEALTH OBJECTIVES;
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8 HOUSE BILL 1034

() DATA RESOURCES AND QUANTITATIVE AND
QUALITATIVE FORECASTING METHODS TO EVALUATE BOTH THE STATUS OF
HEALTH DETERMINANTS AND HEALTH EFFECTS; AND

(Iv) BEST PRACTICES FOR INCLUSIVE PUBLIC
INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING DECISION MAKING;

(2) ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 30, 2008, ADOPT REGULATIONS
TO CARRY OUT THIS SECTION; AND

(3) PRESENT THE GUIDANCE TO THE PUBLIC AT THE ANNUAL
CONFERENCE DESCRIBED IN § 13-2502(E)(2) OF THIS SUBTITLE.

(D) THE PILOT PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER THIS SUBTITLE SHALL
PROVIDE FUNDING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES TO
PREPARE HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENTS:

(1) TO ENSURE THAT APPROPRIATE HEALTH FACTORS ARE
TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION AS EARLY AS PRACTICABLE DURING ANY
PLANNING, REVIEW, OR DECISION-MAKING PROCESS; AND

(2) TO EVALUATE THE EFFECT ON THE HEALTH OF INDIVIDUALS
AND POPULATIONS, AND ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, OF
DECISIONS MADE OUTSIDE OF THE HEALTH SECTOR THAT RESULT IN
MODIFICATIONS OF A PHYSICAL OR SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT.

(E) (1) TO RECEIVE A GRANT UNDER THIS SECTION, AN ELIGIBLE
ENTITY SHALL SUBMIT TO THE SECRETARY AN APPLICATION IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THIS SUBSECTION.

(2) AN APPLICATION UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL INCLUDE
AN ASSESSMENT BY THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY OF THE PROBABILITY THAT AN
APPLICABLE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY WILL HAVE AT LEAST ONE
SIGNIFICANT, ADVERSE HEALTH EFFECT ON AN INDIVIDUAL OR POPULATION IN
THE JURISDICTION OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY, BASED ON:

() A SUBSTANTIAL ADVERSE EFFECT ON:
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HOUSE BILL 1034 9

1. EXISTING AIR QUALITY, GROUND OR SURFACE
WATER QUALITY OR QUANTITY, OR TRAFFIC OR NOISE LEVELS;

2. A SIGNIFICANT HABITAT AREA;

3.  PHYSICAL ACTIVITY;

4. INJURY;

5. MENTAL HEALTH;

6. SOCIAL CAPITAL;

7.  ACCESSIBILITY;

8. THE CHARACTER OR QUALITY OF AN IMPORTANT
HISTORICAL, ARCHEOLOGICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, OR AESTHETIC RESOURCE OF
THE COMMUNITY OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY, INCLUDING NEIGHBORHOOD
CHARACTER; OR

9. A NATURAL RESOURCE;

(I) AN INCREASE IN:

1. SOLID WASTE PRODUCTION; OR

2. PROBLEMS RELATING TO EROSION, FLOODING,
LEACHING, OR DRAINAGE;

(IM) A REQUIREMENT THAT A LARGE QUANTITY OF
VEGETATION OR FAUNA BE REMOVED OR DESTROYED;

(IV) A CONFLICT WITH THE PLANS OR GOALS OF THE
COMMUNITY OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY;

(V) A MAJOR CHANGE IN THE QUANTITY OR TYPE OF
ENERGY USED BY THE COMMUNITY OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY;

(VI) A HAZARD PRESENTED TO HUMAN HEALTH;
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10 HOUSE BILL 1034

(VII) A SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THE USE, OR INTENSITY OF
USE, OF LAND IN THE JURISDICTION OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY, INCLUDING
AGRICULTURAL, OPEN SPACE, AND RECREATIONAL USES;

(VIII) A PROBABILITY THAT THE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED
ACTIVITY WILL RESULT IN AN INCREASE IN TOURISM IN THE JURISDICTION OF
THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY; OR

(IX) A SUBSTANTIAL, ADVERSE AGGREGATE IMPACT ON
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH RESULTING FROM:

1. CHANGES CAUSED BY THE ACTIVITY OR
PROPOSED ACTIVITY TO TWO OR MORE ELEMENTS OF THE ENVIRONMENT; OR

2. TWO OR MORE RELATED ACTIONS CARRIED OUT
UNDER THE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY; AND

3. A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE OF CONCERN, AS
DETERMINED BY THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY.

(3) IN MAKING AN ASSESSMENT UNDER PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS
SUBSECTION, AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY MAY TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION A
REASONABLE, DIRECT, INDIRECT, OR CUMULATIVE EFFECT RELATING TO THE
APPLICABLE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY, INCLUDING THE EFFECT OF AN
ACTION THAT IS:

0)) INCLUDED IN THE LONG-RANGE PLAN RELATING TO
THE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY;

(I1) LIKELY TO BE CARRIED OUT IN COORDINATION WITH
THE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY;

(I1I1) DEPENDENT ON THE OCCURRENCE OF THE ACTIVITY OR
PROPOSED ACTIVITY; OR

(Iv) LIKELY TO HAVE A DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT ON
DISADVANTAGED POPULATIONS.
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HOUSE BILL 1034 11

(F) (1) AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY SHALL USE ASSISTANCE RECEIVED
UNDER THIS SECTION TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT TO THE SECRETARY A HEALTH
IMPACT ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS SUBSECTION.

(2) THE PURPOSE OF A HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT IS:

0)) TO FACILITATE THE INVOLVEMENT OF STATE AND
LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIALS IN COMMUNITY PLANNING AND LAND USE DECISIONS
TO IDENTIFY ANY POTENTIAL HEALTH CONCERN RELATING TO AN ACTIVITY OR
PROPOSED ACTIVITY;

(i TOo PROVIDE FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF ANY
HEALTH-RELATED ISSUE ADDRESSED IN AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT OR POLICY APPRAISAL RELATING TO AN ACTIVITY OR A PROPOSED
ACTIVITY;

(I11) TO DESCRIBE AND COMPARE ALTERNATIVES TO AN
ACTIVITY OR A PROPOSED ACTIVITY TO PROVIDE CLARIFICATION WITH
RESPECT TO THE COSTS AND BENEFITS OF THE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED
ACTIVITY, INCLUDING NO-ACTION ALTERNATIVES; AND

(Iv) TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE FINDINGS OF AN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO THE TERMS AND
CONDITIONS OF IMPLEMENTING AN ACTIVITY OR A PROPOSED ACTIVITY, AS
NECESSARY.

(3) A HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT PREPARED UNDER THIS
SECTION SHALL:

0)) DESCRIBE THE RELEVANCE OF THE APPLICABLE
ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY WITH RESPECT TO HEALTH ISSUES,
INCLUDING THE POLICY OF THE ACTIVITY;

(I1) ASSESS EACH HEALTH IMPACT OF THE APPLICABLE
ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY;

(I11) PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY
WITH RESPECT TO:
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12 HOUSE BILL 1034

1. THE MITIGATION OF ANY ADVERSE IMPACT ON
THE HEALTH OF THE APPLICABLE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY; OR

2. THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF ANY POSITIVE IMPACT
OF THE APPLICABLE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY;

(Iv) PROVIDE FOR MONITORING OF THE IMPACTS ON THE
HEALTH OF THE APPLICABLE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY, AS THE
ELIGIBLE ENTITY DETERMINES TO BE APPROPRIATE; AND

(v) INCLUDE A LIST OF EACH AGENCY’S AND
ORGANIZATION’S COMMENTS RECEIVED WITH RESPECT TO THE HEALTH IMPACT
ASSESSMENT UNDER SUBSECTION (G) OF THIS SECTION.

(4) IN PREPARING A HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT UNDER THIS
SECTION, AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY:

() SHALL FOLLOW GUIDELINES DEVELOPED BY THE
SECRETARY, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP,
THAT:

1. ARE CONSISTENT WITH SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS
SECTION;

2. WILL BE ESTABLISHED ON OR BEFORE
SEPTEMBER 30, 2008; AND

3. SHALL BE MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE AT THE
ANNUAL CONFERENCE DESCRIBED IN § 13-2502(E)(2) OF THIS SUBTITLE; AND

(I1) MAY ESTABLISH A BALANCE, AS THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY
DETERMINES TO BE APPROPRIATE, BETWEEN THE USE OF:

1. RIGOROUS METHODS REQUIRING SPECIAL SKILLS
OR INCREASED USE OF RESOURCES; AND

2. EXPEDIENT, COST-EFFECTIVE MEASURES.
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HOUSE BILL 1034 13

(G) (1) BEFORE PREPARING AND SUBMITTING TO THE SECRETARY A
FINAL HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT, AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY SHALL REQUEST AND
TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION PUBLIC AND AGENCY COMMENTS, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THIS SUBSECTION.

(2) NOT LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE THAT A DRAFT
HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT IS COMPLETED, AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY SHALL
SUBMIT THE DRAFT HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT TO EACH FEDERAL, STATE,
AND LOCAL AGENCY OR ORGANIZATION THAT:

() HAS JURISDICTION WITH RESPECT TO THE ACTIVITY OR
PROPOSED ACTIVITY TO WHICH THE HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT APPLIES;

(I HAS SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE WITH RESPECT TO AN
ENVIRONMENTAL OR HEALTH IMPACT OF THE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED
ACTIVITY; OR

(1) IS AUTHORIZED TO DEVELOP OR ENFORCE AN
ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARD RELATING TO THE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED
ACTIVITY.

(3 (I AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY MAY REQUEST COMMENTS WITH
RESPECT TO A HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT FROM:

1. ANY FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL AGENCY, AS THE
ELIGIBLE ENTITY DETERMINES TO BE APPROPRIATE; AND

2. ANY INTERESTED OR AFFECTED INDIVIDUALS OR
ORGANIZATIONS; AND

(I) ANY FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL AGENCY OR ANY
INTERESTED OR AFFECTED INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION MAY:

1. REQUEST AN OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT ON A
HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT; AND

2. SUBMIT TO THE APPROPRIATE ELIGIBLE ENTITY
COMMENTS WITH RESPECT TO THE HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT BY NOT LATER
THAN:
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14 HOUSE BILL 1034

A. FOR A FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AGENCY OR ORGANIZATION, THE DATE THAT A FINAL HEALTH IMPACT
ASSESSMENT IS PREPARED; AND

B. FOR AN INTERESTED OR AFFECTED INDIVIDUAL
OR ORGANIZATION, THE DATE THAT A FINAL HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT IS
PREPARED OR ANOTHER DATE DETERMINED BY THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY.

(4) A FINAL HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT SHALL DESCRIBE THE
RESPONSE OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY TO COMMENTS RECEIVED WITHIN A
90-DAY PERIOD FROM THE DATE THE ASSESSMENT WAS SUBMITTED UNDER
PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SUBSECTION, INCLUDING:

() A DESCRIPTION OF ANY CHANGE THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY
MADE TO THE DRAFT ASSESSMENT, IN RESPONSE TO A COMMENT, THAT:

1. MODIFIED A RECOMMENDATION WITH RESPECT
TO THE APPLICABLE ACTIVITY OR PROPOSED ACTIVITY;

2. DEVELOPED AND EVALUATED AN ALTERNATIVE
RECOMMENDATION NOT PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED BY THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY;

3. SUPPLEMENTED, IMPROVED, OR MODIFIED AN
ANALYSIS OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY; OR

4, MADE ANY FACTUAL CORRECTION TO THE
HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT; AND

(I1) FOR ANY COMMENT REGARDING THE INACTION OF THE
ELIGIBLE ENTITY, AN EXPLANATION OF THE REASONS WHY NO ACTION WAS
TAKEN AND, IF APPROPRIATE, A DESCRIPTION OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER
WHICH THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY WOULD TAKE SUCH AN ACTION.

(H) THE SECRETARY SHALL ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN A HEALTH
IMPACT ASSESSMENT DATABASE, INCLUDING:

(1) A CATALOG OF HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENTS RECEIVED
UNDER THIS SECTION;
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HOUSE BILL 1034 15

(2) AN INVENTORY OF TOOLS USED BY ELIGIBLE ENTITIES TO
PREPARE DRAFT AND FINAL HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT'S; AND

(3) GUIDANCE FOR ELIGIBLE ENTITIES WITH RESPECT TO THE
SELECTION OF APPROPRIATE TOOLS DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS
SUBSECTION.

13-2505.

(A) IN THIS SECTION, “ELIGIBLE ENTITY” MEANS A STATE OR LOCAL
COMMUNITY THAT:

(1) BEARS A DISPROPORTIONATE BURDEN OF EXPOSURE TO
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH HAZARDS;

(2) HAS ESTABLISHED A COALITION:

() WITH AT LEAST ONE COMMUNITY-BASED
ORGANIZATION; AND

(I) WITH AT LEAST ONE:
1. PUBLIC HEALTH ENTITY;
2. HEALTH CARE PROVIDER ORGANIZATION; OR
3. ACADEMIC INSTITUTION;

(3) ENSURES PLANNED ACTIVITIES AND FUNDING STREAMS ARE
COORDINATED TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY HEALTH; AND

(4) SUBMITS AN APPLICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SUBSECTION (C) OF THIS SECTION.

(B) THE PILOT PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER THIS SUBTITLE SHALL
AWARD GRANTS TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES TO CONDUCT ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
IMPROVEMENT ACTIVITIES.



W N

10
11
12

13
14

15
16
17

18
19

20
21

22
23
24

25
26

16 HOUSE BILL 1034

(c) ToO RECEIVE A GRANT UNDER THIS SECTION, AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY
SHALL SUBMIT AN APPLICATION ACCORDING TO THE REQUIREMENTS
ESTABLISHED BY THE SECRETARY, INCLUDING:

(1) THE MANNER AND FORM;
(2) THE DEADLINES; AND
(3) THE NECESSARY INFORMATION.
(D) AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY MAY USE A GRANT UNDER THIS SECTION:
(1) To PROMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH; AND
(2) ToO ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DISPARITIES.

(E) (1) THE SECRETARY SHALL AWARD GRANTS TO ELIGIBLE

ENTITIES AT THE TWO DIFFERENT FUNDING LEVELS DESCRIBED IN THIS

SUBSECTION.

2 O THE SECRETARY MAY AWARD A LEVEL 1 COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENT.

(I1) AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY AWARDED A GRANT UNDER THIS
PARAGRAPH SHALL USE THE FUNDS TO IDENTIFY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS BY:

1. ESTABLISHING A PLANNING AND PRIORITIZING
COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBPARAGRAPH (III) OF THIS PARAGRAPH; AND

2. CONDUCTING AN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
ASSESSMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH SUBPARAGRAPH (IV) OF THIS PARAGRAPH.

(m) 1. A PLANNING AND PRIORITIZING COUNCIL SHALL
ASSIST THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROMOTION ACTIVITIES OF THE ELIGIBLE ENTITY.

2. MEMBERSHIP OF A PLANNING AND PRIORITIZING
COUNCIL SHALL CONSIST OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM VARIOUS
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ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN PUBLIC HEALTH, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT, AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AND SHALL INCLUDE STAKEHOLDERS FROM
VULNERABLE GROUPS SUCH AS CHILDREN, THE ELDERLY, DISABLED, AND
MINORITY ETHNIC GROUPS THAT ARE NOT ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN DEMOCRATIC
OR DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES.

3. A PLANNING AND PRIORITIZING COUNCIL SHALL:

A. IDENTIFY KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND ENGAGE AND
COORDINATE POTENTIAL PARTNERS IN THE PLANNING PROCESS;

B. ESTABLISH A FORMAL ADVISORY GROUP TO PLAN
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SERVICES;

C. CONDUCT AN IN-DEPTH REVIEW OF THE NATURE
AND EXTENT OF THE NEED FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT,
INCLUDING A LOCAL EPIDEMIOLOGICAL PROFILE, AN EVALUATION OF THE
SERVICE PROVIDER CAPACITY OF THE COMMUNITY, AND A PROFILE OF ANY
TARGET POPULATIONS; AND

D. DEFINE THE COMPONENTS OF CARE AND FORM
ESSENTIAL PROGRAMMATIC LINKAGES WITH RELATED PROVIDERS IN THE
COMMUNITY.

av) 1. A PLANNING AND PRIORITIZING COUNCIL SHALL
CARRY OUT AN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT TO IDENTIFY
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS.

2. THE PLANNING AND PRIORITIZING COUNCIL
SHALL:

A. DEFINE THE GOALS OF THE ASSESSMENT;

B. GENERATE THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ISSUE
LIST;

C. ANALYZE ISSUES WITH A SYSTEMS FRAMEWORK;
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18 HOUSE BILL 1034

D. DEVELOP APPROPRIATE COMMUNITY
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH INDICATORS;

E. RANK THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ISSUES;
F. SET PRIORITIES FOR ACTION;

DEVELOP AN ACTION PLAN;

o0

IMPLEMENT THE ACTION PLAN; AND

b

EVALUATE PROGRESS AND PLANNING FOR THE
FUTURE.

(v) EACH ELIGIBLE ENTITY THAT RECEIVES A GRANT
UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL EVALUATE, REPORT, AND DISSEMINATE
PROGRAM FINDINGS AND OUTCOMES.

(vi) THE SECRETARY MAY PROVIDE SUCH TECHNICAL AND
OTHER NONFINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES AS DETERMINED BY
THE SECRETARY.

3 @ THE SECRETARY MAY AWARD A LEVEL 2 COOPERATIVE
AGREEMENT.

(am 1. THE SECRETARY SHALL AWARD GRANTS UNDER
THIS PARAGRAPH TO ELIGIBLE ENTITIES THAT HAVE ALREADY:

A. ESTABLISHED BROAD-BASED COLLABORATIVE
PARTNERSHIPS; AND

B. COMPLETED ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS.

2. TO BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE A GRANT UNDER
THIS PARAGRAPH, AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY IS NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED A LEVEL 1 COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT UNDER
PARAGRAPH (2) OF THIS SECTION.
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(II1) AN ELIGIBLE ENTITY AWARDED A GRANT UNDER THIS
PARAGRAPH SHALL USE THE FUNDS TO FURTHER ACTIVITIES TO CARRY OUT
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH IMPROVEMENT ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING:

1. ADDRESSING COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH PRIORITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH (2)(IV)2 OF THIS
SUBSECTION, INCLUDING:

A. AIR QUALITY;

B. WATER QUALITY;
C. SOLID WASTE;

D. LAND USE;

E. HOUSING;

F. FOOD SAFETY;
G. CRIME;

H. INJURIES; AND

b

HEALTH CARE SERVICES;

2. BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN PLANNING,
PUBLIC HEALTH, AND OTHER SECTORS, TO ADDRESS HOW THE BUILT
ENVIRONMENT IMPACTS FOOD AVAILABILITY AND ACCESS AND PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY TO PROMOTE HEALTHY BEHAVIORS AND LIFESTYLES AND REDUCE
OBESITY AND RELATED CO-MORBIDITIES;

3. ESTABLISHING PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS:
A. HOW ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

OF WORK AND LIVING CHOICES INFLUENCE PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND DIETARY
INTAKE; OR
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B. HOW THOSE CONDITIONS INFLUENCE THE
CONCERNS AND NEEDS OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE IMPAIRED MOBILITY AND USE
ASSISTANCE DEVICES, INCLUDING WHEELCHAIRS AND LOWER LIMB
PROSTHESES; AND

4. CONVENING INTERVENTION PROGRAMS THAT
EXAMINE THE ROLE OF THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE
PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL ENVIRONMENT IN:

A. DETERMINING ACCESS TO NUTRITIOUS FOOD;

B. IMPROVING PHYSICAL ACTIVITY TO REDUCE
MORBIDITY AND INCREASE QUALITY OF LIFE.

13-2506.
ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2007, AND EVERY YEAR THEREAFTER, THE
SECRETARY SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND, SUBJECT TO § 2-1246 OF

THE STATE GOVERNMENT ARTICLE, TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE
ACTIVITIES PERFORMED UNDER THIS ACT.

13-2507.

THE GOVERNOR SHALL INCLUDE IN THE ANNUAL BUDGET BILL FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2008 A $250,000 APPROPRIATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF
CARRYING OUT THIS ACT.

13-2508.

THIS SUBTITLE MAY BE CITED AS THE “MARYLAND HEALTHY PLACES
AcCT”.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
June 1, 2007.



