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CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Election Law - Voter’s Bill of Rights

axapling etes estabhshlng the Voters Bill of nghts requiring
each local board of electlons to post a copy of the Voter’s Bill of Rights document
at each polling place on election day, to include a copy of the Voter’s Bill of
Rights document with each sample ballot it distributes, to offer a copy of the
Voter’s Bill of Rights document to voters at the polling place, and to make the
Voters Bill of nghts document available in a language other than Engllsh in

document to 1nclude 1nstruct10ns on how to contact local boards of elections for

certain purposes: and generally relating to the Voter’s Bill of Rights.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 SENATE BILL 63

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Election Law
Section 9-201 and16—201
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2003 Volume and 2006 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Election Law

ASSEMBLY OF
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SENATE BILL 63 3

(a) In any election conducted under this article:

(1)  all voting shall be by ballot; and
(2)  only votes cast on a ballot may be counted.
(b)  All ballots shall comply with the provisions of this subtitle.
(c) A ballot may not be used for any purpose not authorized by this article.

(D) (1) IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES
ADOPTED BY THE STATE BOARD UNDER § 10-306 OF THIS ARTICLE, EACH
LOCAL BOARD SHALL POST IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE AT EACH POLLING PLACE
ON ELECTION DAY THE “VOTER’S BILL OF RIGHTS” DOCUMENT ESTABLISHED
BELOW:
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4 SENATE BILL 63

“THE VOTER’S BILL OF RIGHTS
EVERY REGISTERED VOTER IN THIS STATE HAS THE RIGHT TO:

(1) VOTE IF THE VOTER IS A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES, IS
A MARYLAND RESIDENT, AND WILL BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE BEFORE THE
NEXT ELECTION;

(2) VOTE AT A POLLING PLACE, WHENEVER PRACTICABLE, THAT
IS ARRANGED TO AVOID BARRIERS THAT IMPEDE ACCESS OR VOTING BY
ELDERLY AND PHYSICALLY DISABLED VOTERS;

(3) HAVE THE VOTER’S VOTE BE CAST SECRETLY, ACCURATELY
RECORDED AND COUNTED, AND, IF NECESSARY, RECOUNTED USING A UNIFORM
AND STATEWIDE STANDARD;

) (4) INSPECT A SAMPLE BALLOT BEFORE VOTING;

£2) (5) CAST A BALLOT IF THE VOTER IS IN LINE TO VOTE WHEN THE
POLLS ARE CLOSING;

£3) (6) ASK FOR AND RECEIVE ASSISTANCE IN VOTING, INCLUDING
ASSISTANCE BY REASON OF DISABILITY OR INABILITY TO READ OR WRITE, AND
ASSISTANCE IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH WHEN REQUIRED BY
FEDERAL OR STATE LAW;

&) (7) RECEIVE A REPLACEMENT BALLOT IF THE VOTER MAKES A
MISTAKE PRIOR TO CASTING THE VOTER’S BALLOT;

£5) (8) CAST A PROVISIONAL BALLOT IF THE VOTER’S ELIGIBILITY
TO VOTE IS IN QUESTION;

6 (9) VOTE FREE FROM COERCION, DISCRIMINATION, THREATS,
OR INTIMIDATION BY ELECTION OFFICIALS OR ANY OTHER PERSON; AND

&5 (10) CAST A BALLOT USING VOTING EQUIPMENT THAT ALLOWS
THE VOTER TO INSPECT AND VERIFY THE VOTER’S CHOICES BEFORE CASTING A
BALLOT AND THAT ACCURATELY COUNTS ALL VOTES CAST; AND
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SENATE BILL 63 5

(11) HAVE COMPLAINTS ABOUT AN ALLEGED VOTING RIGHTS
VIOLATION RESOLVED FAIRLY, ACCURATELY, AND EFFICIENTLY.”.

(2) NOTWITHSTANDING PARAGRAPH (1) OF THIS SUBSECTION,
EACH LOCAL BOARD SHALL:

0)) INCLUDE A COPY OF THE “VOTER’S BILL OF RIGHTS”
DOCUMENT WITH EACH OFFICIAL SAMPLE BALLOT IT DISTRIBUTES;

(I) OFFER A COPY OF THE “VOTER’S BILL OF RIGHTS”
DOCUMENT TO VOTERS AT THE POLLING PLACE ON ELECTION DAY; AND

(II1) MAKE THE “VOTER’S BILL OF RIGHTS” DOCUMENT
AVAILABLE IN A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH IN ANY PRECINCT WHERE
THE BALLOT IS REQUIRED TO BE MADE AVAILABLE IN A LANGUAGE OTHER
THAN ENGLISH BY FEDERAL OR STATE LAW.

(3) THE “VOTER’S BILL OF RIGHTS” DOCUMENT SHALL INCLUDE
INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL BOARD IF A
VOTER’S RIGHTS ARE ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN VIOLATED AND A TOLL-FREE

TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR THAT PURPOSE.
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6 SENATE BILL 63

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oeteber July 1, 2007.



