MARTIN O'MALLEY, Governor Ch. 181

CHAPTER 181

(Senate Bill 702)

AN ACT concerning

Yellow Perch Conservatlon and Sustalnabllltv Act

FOR the purpose of prehibiting

date requiring the Department of Natural
Resources to adopt certaln regulatlons relating to yellow perch by a certain
date; requiring the yellow perch management strategy adopted under this Act to
be based on certain objectives and measures; requiring the Department to
incorporate certain objectives into a certain fishery management plan for yellow

perch; requiring the Department in consultation with certain stakeholders, to
prepare and submit to certain committees of the General Assembly a certain
report related to fisheries on or before a certain date; and generally relating to
fishery management in the State.

BY adding to

Article — Natural Resources

Section 4—7104) 4-215.2
Annotated Code of Maryland

(2005 Replacement Volume and 2006 Supplement)

Preamble
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WHEREAS, There is an immediate need to conserve ke s $
allocate yellow perch in the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries for the purpose e of
sustaining the yellow perch population in the future and ensuring the continued

economic viability of the yellow perch eemmereial-fishers recreational and commercial
fisheries; and

WHEREAS, Maryland’s angling community is concerned about the State’s
regulatory efforts to manage this coveted fishery because of eguestionable
seienee—based policies that alew—the continue the current practices of commercial
harvesting of yellow perch: (1) as the perch attempt to reach their ancestral spawning
grounds; (2) at rates and with nets absent any appropriate limits; and (3) within
tributaries previously restocked for yellow perch propagation purposes; and

WHEREAS, Markets for yellow perch harvested in Maryland are primarily
located out of State; and

WHEREAS, The commercial harvest of yellow perch comprises 95% the
majority of the annual catch in Maryland and, under existing regulatory policies, is
therefore the most measurable threat to the future sustainability of the yellow perch
fishery; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Natural Resources
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4-215.2.

(A) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2008, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT
REGULATIONS THAT:

(1) PROVIDE A MANAGEMENT STRATEGY FOR YELLOW PERCH
THAT ENABLES YELLOW PERCH TO MIGRATE TO HISTORICAL SPAWNING RIVERS
AND STREAMS BEFORE SPAWNING; AND
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(2) EQUITABLY ALLOCATE HARVESTS OF YELLOW PERCH
BETWEEN RECREATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL HARVESTERS.

(B) THE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY ADOPTED UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF
THIS SECTION SHALL BE BASED ON OBJECTIVES AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES
THAT ARE DEVELOPED IN CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATIONS
AND THE ADVISORY COMMISSIONS ESTABLISHED UNDER § 4-204 OF THIS
SUBTITLE.

() THE DEPARTMENT SHALL INCORPORATE THE OBJECTIVES AND
MANAGEMENT MEASURES DEVELOPED UNDER SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS
SECTION INTO THE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR YELLOW PERCH
ESTABLISHED UNDER § 4-215 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the Department of
Natural Resources, in consultation with interested stakeholders, shall:

(1) analyze and develop findings regarding new funding mechanisms
to help:

i) underwrite the cost to the Department of researching,
developing, managing, and enforcing the fishery policies of the State; and

(ii) promote the economic interests of the State’s commercial
fishing industry; and

(2)  report the findings, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State
Government Article, to the House Environmental Matters Committee and the Senate

Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee on or before November 1,
2007.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
June 1, 2007.

Approved by the Governor, April 24, 2007.





