MARTIN O'MALLEY, Governor Ch. 560

CHAPTER 560

(Senate Bill 491)

AN ACT concerning

Public Utility Companies — Elee B¥
Program - Res1dent1al Tenants and Condomlnlum Owners - Study of

defin 2 , the Ofﬁce of Home Energv
Programs in the Department of Human Resources, and the Office of People’s
Counsel to meet to discuss certain options for expanding the electric universal
service program to include assistance to certain low—income residential tenants
of apartments and low—income residential condominium owners who are not
actual customers of an electric company; specifying items that the agencies shall
consider in discussing certain options; requiring the Commission to report to

certain committees by a certain date; and generally relating to eleetrieits—rates a
study of expanding the electric umversal service program for residential tenants

and condominium owners
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That theLaws-efMarslandreadasfolows:
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(a) The Public Service Commission, the Office of Home Energy Programs in

the Department of Human Resources, and the Office of People’s Counsel shall meet to

discuss options for expanding the electric universal service program to include
assistance to low—income residential tenants of apartments and low—income

residential condominium owners who are not actual customers of an electric company.

(b) In discussing options, the agencies shall consider:

(1) the estimated number of tenants of apartments and condominium
owners who could be income eligible under the electric universal service program:

(2) other programs that are currently available to low—income

residential tenants of apartments and low—income residential condominium owners,
including the Maryland Energy Assistance Program and rental assistance programs;

(3) how to determine the amount of assistance that could be provided
under the electric universal service program to income eligible tenants of apartments
and owners of condominiums who are served by a master meter or by a sub—meter;

(4) how the payment of assistance from the electric universal service
program would be provided in a manner that ensures that tenants of apartments and

owners of condominiums directly benefit from the assistance;
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(5)  how budget billing requirements of the electric universal service
program would apply to tenants of apartments and owners of condominiums:

(6) the impact on current participants of the electric universal service

program of expanding the program to include assistance to tenants of apartments and
residential condominium owners:

(7)  the impact on the current funding level and the need to increase
the funding level, of the electric universal service program of expanding the program
to include assistance to tenants of apartments and residential condominium owners;

(8) the impact on the operation and administration of the electric
universal service program of expanding the program to include assistance to tenants of
apartments and residential condominium owners;

9) how outreach programs could be put in place to notify tenants of
apartments and owners of condominiums about the electric universal service program:

(10) any administrative and legislative changes that would be needed to
expand the electric universal service program to include assistance to income eligible
tenants of apartments and owners of condominiums: and

(11) how outreach programs could be put in place to encourage

landlords of apartments and condominium associations to competitively shop for
electric supply services for their apartment tenants and condominium owners.

(c) On or before October 1, 2007, the Public Service Commission shall report
to the Senate Finance Committee and the House Economic Matters Committee, in
accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, on the findings and
recommendations of the agencies.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2007.

Approved by the Governor, May 17, 2007.






