Dan I'RITIMAN

Nountas T Ganswem
Cmaner] 5o che Genersl i gac by

ATTORMRY GIMTRAT,

—_—

Santin Drnson Bnanroey
Ronnie A, KImnann

g =z 1< pranvea W, Remen

Frans Th Mierseamn, Jr Assiarane Anorneye Groeral

Depuey Aromey Geneal T ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MARYLAND

Omrice OF COUNSEL 76 THE (GHNERAT Asgnnapiy

Earmtumn Winennr
Chual Dicpuly Areornay Genaral

Aptil 22, 2008
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Govemot of Maryland
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1991

Re:  House Bill 374
Near Governor O'Malley:

We heteby approve House Bill 374, entitled “BmPOWER Maryland Energy
Efficiency Act of 20087 for constitationality and legal sufficiency. Wewrite to point outlone
minor typographical error to this bil! and to identify a potential signing order issue thal arises
with two other bills, Senate Bill 417 and House Bill 608, which are identical bills entiiled
“Puhlic Service Commission — Energy Efficiency and Conservation Proprams and Services
_ Customer Notification,” Senate Bill 417 and Fouse Bill 608 were previously approved for
constitutionality and legal sufficicncy on our ledier dated April 11, 2008,

First, in section 3(b) of House Bill 374, the uncodified langnage refers to “$300,000
that may he collccted under paragraph (1) of this subsection....”" The reference should instead
he to “subsection (a3 ofthis Section,” in which the special assessment of up to $300,000 is
authorized. This can readily be corrected in next sessiont’s eorrective bill,
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decond, while most of the pravisions of House Bill 374, on the one hand, and Senate
Rill 417 and House Bill 608, on the other, are completely compalible, the annual repotting
provisions are not. n House Bill 374, the rerrmbered §7-211(K) requires the Maryland
Encrgy Administration 1o report on energy efficiency and conservation programs on or
bhefore “March 1 of each year.” Senate Bill 417 and Houge Bill 608, the renumbered §7-
211(D), requires thal the same repott be made on or before “February 1, 2009 and every
2 years fhereafier.” You should, therefore, sign the bill that contains your preference of
reporting requirements Jast,

Shouid you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Very trys';

Douglas F. Gansler
Attorney General
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