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The Henorahle Martin 1. O Malley
Governor of Maryland

State Honse

100 Stale Circle

Amapolis, Maryland 21401

Dear Governor O'Malley:

Ve have reviewed and hereby approve for constitutionality and legal sufficiency House Bl
1016, “Prince George’s County - Board of License Conumissioners - Compensation of Baard’s
Attorney.” Tn reviewing Lhe bill, we have concinded that the hill does not eomflict with Article TIT,
% 35 of the Maryland Constitution and may be fully implemented at any time after June 1, 2008 and
before June 30, 2010,

Housz Bi1l 1016 requires the Comnly Council of Prince George's County, for fiscal year 2008
only and on submission of a request by the Board of License Commissioners of Prince George’s
County (Board), 1o pay the altorney to the Board up 1o §53,500. The bill frther clarifies that this
payiuent is in zddition to the attorney’s annual salary paid to the altomey in fiscal year 2008 and
expraanes the intent of the General Agsembly that additional payments anthorized by the Acl arc
prospeetive in offect and mey not he construed to he relroactive payments to the attomey for ihe
Board, The bill takes effizet Junc 1, 2008 and shall remain elfective for a period of two years and 1
month,

L.ast year we advised that a portion of Chapler 610 oT 2007 “may be in conflicl with Article
11, § 35 of the Maryland Constitalion, which provides in relevant part thal “[elxtra compensation
may nol be granied or allowed by the General Assembly lo any public officer, aget, servanl or
contractor. afier the service has been rendered, or the sontract entered inin...”.” See Bill Review
Lelter on Senate Bill 247/ House Bill 492, daled May 15, 2007, v copy ol'which 15 attached, Thal bill
expressly provided for the payment of legal fees for work performed but not paid in prior fiscal

years, HB1016 doosnol present the same i8we, and by its ewn tarms {8 Lo be eonsidered prospective
only.

We alzo note that HB 1016 takes effect Tune 1, 2008 and applies o fiscal year 2008 only,
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Thus, il is our view that (he payment ol up 1o 453,500 provided for under the bill may be made in
muliple payments or a single unp sum payment during the menth of June, 2008,

Very truly yours,
g)ﬁn ﬁ:l ag . {hat s
ﬂﬁ}m'nmy {rencral '
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