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April 15, 2008

The Honorable Martin T, 0" Malley
Governor of Maryland

State Honse

Annapolis, Marytand 27401-1991]

BE: Senate B 154 and Honse Rilf 545
Deat Govarnor O'Malloy:

We have reviewed and hereby approve Senate Bill 154 and House Bill 545, companion bills
cniitted “Dorchester County - Aleoholic Boverages Ael of 2008.” We wrile to point out an
inaccuracy in the tille of the bill thal we believe can be freated as surplusage.

Senate Bill 154 and Elouse B3ill 545 are ommibus bills relating to the aleoholic beverages Jaws
of Dorchester County. One of the changes euts off the issvanes of Class B {on-sale and off-gale)
beer and light wine licenses as of Juty 1, 2008, The holders of lieenses issued prio: to that dale may
aontinue to cxerelse all of the privileges under the lisenae, and may renew it However, the hill
prohibils the transfer of “n Class B (on-sale and off-sale) beer and Hght wine Yicense izsuzd on or
before June 30, 20087 This language takes effect July 1, 2008, see Scetion 2 of the hill, and
prevents the Liquor Board from appraving o transfer of one of the grandfathered Lioenses after thay
dale, The tifle, however, .describes this provision as “prohikiling the Board of Licensc
Comnussionets from approving the transfer of a cerlain Woense on or balore @ certain date,” This
language would be eorrocti T it relerred to a license issued on or beinic a cerlain date, oriTH referred
lo a prohibition on approval of ransfer on or afler o certain date. Bt as tf mands, i is ingecurate,
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Becanse the penerally relating clanse, which states that the hill “gencrally relat[es] to
alcohaolic beveragss in Dorchesier County,” iz snificient 1o cover the provigion in question, it is our
1w Mhat the inaccnrate pertion of the tifle san be treated as surplusage. Newensehwander v WESC,
[27 Md. 67 {1946, 1t would nevertheless also be appropriate for inclugion in next year’s correcitve

“hill,

Yery truly woufs,

Dottt Moo

melas F, Gangler
Attorney General
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