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April 23, 2008

The Honorable Martin I 0" Malley
Governor of Maryland

State House

Annapoliz, Maryland 21401-1981

RE:  House Bifls 459 and 494 and Senate Rills 502 and 882
Dear Governor O Malley:

We have reviewsd and herchy approve Senaic Bill 302 and House Bill 459, identical hilis
catitled “State Board of Professional Counsclors and Therapisis - Sunset Extension aud Revisions,”
Senate Bill 882, “Certified Professional, Associate, and Supervised Counselors - Aleohol and Dhrug -
Cualifications,” and House Bill 494, “Licensed Counselors and Therapists - Appraisal Activities -
Training Requirements,” We wrile to discuss the interaction between the bills and to recormumend
signing order. Spocifically, we recomimend that Senate Bill 882 and House Bill 494 be signed after
sonate Bill 502 and House Bill 459 in arder to preserve their provisions.

Scenate Bill 502 and House Bill 459 reorpanize and rewrite large portions of the Professional
Counselors Title of the Health Occupations Article, The bills refleet recommendations in the Sunsef
Review of the State Board of Professional Counselors and Therapists thal the statuie be redrafied
“to make requirements clearer to the board, the pullic, and those prafessionats regulated by the
board,” eliminate certification of marriage and family therapisis, and change the make up of the
board, among sther changes. In doing so, the bill repeals many of the current provisions of the Title,
inciuding sections 17-301 througgh 17-317 and 17-3A-07 through 17-3A~13. Mosi of the repealed
provisions appear, somewhat amended, as new sections enacted by the bilis.

Senate Bill 882 amends cxisting §§ 17-302.3, 17-302.4 and 17-302.5 to provide that cortain
experience requirements in the law are to be metl with clinically supervised experience, and adds a
new § 17-302.6 o permit waiver of the requirement of clinically supervised cxperience in ceriain
ciccumstanees, The Sunsel bills, Senate Bill 502 and House Bill 439, repeals §§ [7-302.3, 1 7-302.4
and 17-302.5, and will repeal the new § 17-302.6 i1t is signed prior {o the Sunsel bills, 11 the bill
is sipned after the Sunsel bills, however, iL is ourview that the amendments o §§ 17-302.3,17-302.4
and 17-302.5 can be placed on the equivalent seclions in the Sunset bills, specifically §§ 17-402(c),
17-403{2) and 17-404{2) and that this placement can be confirmed in next year's corrective bill, Tt
i8 also our view thal new § 17-302.6 can be moved {0 & more appropriate place by ihe corrective bill,
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House Rill 404 provides that a licensed counselor or therapist may engage in appraisal
activities iT they meel cortain training requirements sct out in the bill. Tn doing so, the bill amends
§ 17-101(c)(2) and adds a new § 17-3A-02.1. Section | 7-101{c}(2) i¢ not amended or vepealed by
the Sunset bills and the amendments in Senaic Bili 494 can e given effcel. However, the new
section, 17-1A-03,1, would be repeaied by (he Sunsct bills untless it is signed afier them. Thus, we
rocammend that this bill also be signed afler the Sunsct bills, This sectinn alzo can be moved toa
more Jogical place, and the eross-reference to iwin § | 7-101{c)(2) corrected, in next year’s corrective
ill.

Very fruly vours,

1. AN

¥ Douglas T, Gansler
Attorney General

DRG/IMR&k

ee:  The Honorable Joan Carter Conway
The Honorabie Thomas M. Middleton
The Honorable Peter A, Hapunen
The Honarable James W. Hubhard
The Hanorable Dennis C. Schuepfe
Toseph Bryee
Karl Aro





