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BY: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee

AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL 431
(First Reading File Bill)

AMENDMENT NO. 1
On page 1, strike line 2 in its entirety and substitute “Task Force to Study a No

Net Loss of Forest Policy”; strike beginning with “requiring” in line 3 down through

“Act” in line 6 and substitute “requesting that the Governor establish a Task Force to

Study a No Net Loss of Forest Policy; requiring the Task Force to develop a certain

plan and draft legislation:; requiring the Task Force to submit the plan and draft

legislation to the Governor and General Assembly on or before a certain date:

providing for the termination of this Act; and generally relating to the conservation of
forested lands in the State”.

AMENDMENT NO. 2
On page 1, strike in their entirety lines 7 through 11; in line 13, strike “the

Laws of Maryland read as follows”.

On pages 1 and 2, strike in their entirety the lines beginning with line 14 on
page 1 through line 4 on page 2, inclusive, and substitute:

“(a) The Governor is requested to establish a Task Force to Study a No Net
Loss of Forest Policy to develop:

(1) a specific plan, including programs and other necessary actions, to

achieve and maintain a policy of no net loss of forests; and

(2) draft legislation for the 2009 legislative session of the General
Assembly to ensure that there is a process to achieve a no net loss of forest in the State

beginning in 2010.

(Over)
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(b)  The Task Force shall consist of representatives from:

(1) the Department of Natural Resources;

(2) the Department of Agriculture;

(3) the Department of Planning; and

4) organizations representing:

(1) forest landowners;

(i1) local governments:

(1i1) the development community;

(iv)  the forest products industry;

(v) the agricultural community;

(vi) the forest conservancy district boards: and

(vii) forest conservation.

(c) The Department of Natural Resources shall provide staff support for the
Task Force.

(d) On or before December 1, 2008, the Task Force shall submit the specific
plan and draft legislation developed under subsection (a) of this section to the

Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the

General Assembly.”.
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On page 2, in line 6, strike “July” and substitute “June”; and in the same line,
after “2008.” insert “It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and, at the end of
May 31, 2009, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall
be abrogated and of no further force and effect.”.






