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CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

DO

Public Safety — Electronic Weapons - Prehibitien Procedures and Reports

e e a8 et coarses—oe—staay—hegae—<eerta—tranthes egulrlng a
law _enforcement agency to follow certain procedures and file a certain report
with the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention whenever a law
enforcement officer employed by the law enforcement agency discharges a
certain electronic weapon under certain circumstances; requiring a law
enforcement officer to file a certain report with the Governor’s Office of Crime
Control and Prevention whenever an individual other than a law enforcement
officer discharges a certain electronic weapon under certain circumstances;
requiring the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention to compile and
allow public inspection of certain reports; defining certain terms; and generally
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relating to electronic weapons.
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EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 108

Article — Public Safety

Section 3—20% 3—507

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2003 Volume and 2007 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Griminal Law Public Safety

4-109 3-507.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE
MEANINGS INDICATED.

2 @ “ELECTRONIC WEAPON” MEANS A PORTABLE DEVICE
DESIGNED AS A WEAPON CAPABLE OF INJURING OR IMMOBILIZING AN
INDIVIDUAL BY THE DISCHARGE OF ELECTRICAL CURRENT.

(I1) “ELECTRONIC WEAPON” INCLUDES A STUN GUN AND A

TASER.
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4 HOUSE BILL 108

(38) “LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY” MEANS THE DIVISION OF

CORRECTION OR A POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE, A COUNTY, OR A
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION.

(4) “LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN
§ 3-201 OF THE CRIMINAL LLAW ARTICLE.
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(B) WHENEVER A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER DISCHARGES AN
ELECTRONIC WEAPON IN THE COURSE OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S
DUTIES, THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY THAT EMPLOYS THE LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SHALL:

(1) FOLLOW THE SAME PROCEDURES THAT IT FOLLOWS WHEN A
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER DISCHARGES A FIREARM; AND

(2) FILE A REPORT WITH THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF CRIME
CONTROL AND PREVENTION DOCUMENTING THE DISCHARGE OF THE
ELECTRONIC WEAPON.

(C) WHENEVER AN INDIVIDUAL OTHER THAN A LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER DISCHARGES AN ELECTRONIC WEAPON, AND A LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER REPORTS TO THE SCENE, THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SHALL
FILE A REPORT WITH THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF CRIME CONTROL AND
PREVENTION DOCUMENTING THE DISCHARGE OF THE ELECTRONIC WEAPON.

(D) THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF CRIME CONTROL AND PREVENTION
SHALL COMPILE AND ALLOW PUBLIC INSPECTION OF ALL REPORTS FILED
RELATING TO THE DISCHARGE OF ELECTRONIC WEAPONS BY LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2008.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.



