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SENATE BILL 431

M1 81r2041

By: Senators Pinsky, Raskin, Brochin, Conway, Dyson, Frosh, Garagiola,
Madaleno, and Rosapepe

Introduced and read first time: January 31, 2008

Assigned to: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: March 20, 2008

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

estabhsh a Task Force to Studv a No Net Loss of Forest Policy; requiring the
Task Force to develop a certain plan and draft legislation; requiring the Task
Force to submit the plan and draft legislation to the Governor and General

Assembly on or before a certain date; providing for the termination of this Act;
and generally relating to the conservation of forested lands in the State.

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the-Ls

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 SENATE BILL 431

(a) The Governor is requested to establish a Task Force to Study a No Net
Loss of Forest Policy to develop:

(1) a specific plan, including programs and other necessary actions, to
achieve and maintain a policy of no net loss of forests; and

(2)  draft legislation for the 2009 legislative session of the General
Assembly to ensure that there is a process to achieve a no net loss of forest in the State
beginning in 2010.

(b) The Task Force shall consist of representatives from:

(1) the Department of Natural Resources;

(2)  the Department of Agriculture;

(3) the Department of Planning; and

(4) organizations representing:

(1) forest landowners;

(i1) local governments:

(1i1) the development community:

(iv)  the forest products industry;

(v) the agricultural community;

(vi) the forest conservancy district boards: and
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(vii) forest conservation.

(c) The Department of Natural Resources shall provide staff support for the
Task Force.

(d)  On or before December 1, 2008, the Task Force shall submit the specific
plan and draft legislation developed under subsection (a) of this section to the
Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, the
General Assembly.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
dudy June 1, 2008. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and, at the end of
May 31, 2009, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall
be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.



