Ch. 248

CHAPTER 248

(House Bill 1604)
AN ACT concerning

Department of Natural Resources - Community Munieipal-Parks Community
Parks and Playgrounds and-Playgreunds Program

declarlng a certam mtent of the General Assembly, estabhshmg a @eﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁﬁy
Munieipal—Parks Community Parks and Playgrounds eand—Playereunds

Program; authorizing the Program to provide certain grants for certain
purposes; providing for the administration of the Program; requiring the
Secretary of Natural Resources to adopt regulatlons to carry out the Program
prov1d1ng for fundmg for the Program erA :

: 3 5 P o deﬁmng a
certaln term prov1d1ng for the apphcatlon of thls Act, declarzng the intent of the

General Assembly; and generally relating to the Gemmunity Munieipal-Parks
Community Parks and Playgrounds aadPlasereunds Program.

BY adding to
Article — Natural Resources
Section 5-9C—01 through 5-96-84 5-9C-03 to be under the new subtitle

“Subtitle 9C. Cemmunity Munieipal—Parks Community Parks and

Playgrounds ssdPlasgreunds Program”
Annotated Code of Maryland

(2005 Replacement Volume and 2007 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Natural Resources
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SUBTITLE 9C. COMMUENIFY MUNICIPAL-PARKS COMMUNITY PARKS AND
PLAYGROUNDS ANBD-PEAYGROENDS PROGRAM.

5-9C-01.

IN THIS SUBTITLE, “PROGRAM” MEANS THE COMMUMNTY MUMNICIPAL
PARKS COMMUNITY PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS AND PLAYGROUNBS PROGRAM.

5-9C-02.
(A) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECLARES THAT:

(1) IT IS STATE PUBLIC POLICY TO BOTH RESTORE EXISTING
PARK AND GREEN SPACE SYSTEMS AND CREATE NEW PARK AND GREEN SPACE
SYSTEMS IN THE MUNICHPALIFIES MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS OF THE STATE
AND BALTIMORE CITY; AND

(2) FUNDING SOURCES IN THE FORM OF FLEXIBLE GRANTS
SHOEED SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO E— A
GOVERNING BODIES OF MENICGHPAHTHES MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS AND
BALTIMORE CITY TO H ‘ P ‘

o REHABILITATE, EXPAND, IMPROVE, OR MAINTAIN

EXISTING PARKS;

(I1) PURCHASE LAND TO CREATE NEW PARKS;
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(I11) DEVELOP NEW PARKS;

(Iv) PURCHASE AND INSTALL PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT IN
URBAN NEIGHBORHOODS AND RURAL AREAS THROUGHOUT THE STATE; OR

(V) BE USED FOR ENVIRONMENTALLY ORIENTED PARKS
AND RECREATION PROGRAMS PROJECTS.

(B) (1) THERE IS A CoMMUENITY MunNIcIPAL-PARKS COMMUNITY
PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS AMND—PLAYGROUMNDS PROGRAM TO PROVIDE
FLEXIBLE GRANTS TO EOCAE-GOVERNME? AND THE GOVERNING BODIES OF
MUNICIPALIFIES MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS AND BALTIMORE CITY FOR THE
PURPOSES SET FORTH IN SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT’S PROGRAM OPEN SPACE SHALL
ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM.

(C) THE SECRETARY SHALL ADOPT REGULATIONS TO CARRY OUT THIS
SUBTITLE.

5-9C-03.
THE PROGRAM IS MAY BE FUNDED:

1) P 2 s EE FROM THE GENERAL
FUND OF THE STATE; AND

(2) BY THE PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE OF STATE GENERAL
OBLIGATION BONDS # 4

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall be

construed to apply only to funding for projects that secure flexible grants through the
Munieinal Parks Community Parks and Playgrounds Program in accordance with
Title 5, Subtitle 9C of the Natural Resources Article, as enacted by Section 1 of this

Act, beginning in fiscal year 2010.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, it is the intent of the
General Assembly that the Community Parks and Playgrounds Program enacted by
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Section 1 of this Act replace the existing Community Parks and Playground Program
within the Department of Natural Resources. It is also the intent of the General
Assembly that, to the extent funds are available, the Governor provide funding for the
Community Parks and Playgrounds Program for the purposes established under
Section 1 of this Act.

SECTION 2- 3- 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect October 1, 2008.

Approved by the Governor, April 24, 2008.





