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Judiciary

Controlled Danger ous Substances - Manufacturing, Distributing, or Dispensing -
Revocation of Licenseto Drive

The Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) is required to revoke tihéver’'s license of a
person convicted of manufacturing, distributing, dispensing, or possessing ciesitiffi
guantity to indicate intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispenseqdgine or any
mixture containing a detectable amount of cocaine, including a dragoaly known as
“crack;” (2) heroin; (3) methamphetamine; or (4) MDMA — ecgta®n conviction, a
court has to notify the offender that his or her license to driiebeitevoked and notify
MVA to revoke the license. A licensee may request a hearinga aavocation.
Notwithstanding other provisions of law, MVA may not reinstate a ddavkcense
revoked pursuant to the bill.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: General fund expenditures increase significantly in FY 2010 duleeto t
one-time cost of reprogramming Judicial Information SystemS) (&riminal law
databases. Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) expenditures increasty moRiture
years, due to the cost of providing post-revocation hearings. TTF reveegesase
slightly in future years due to fewer license renewal feesgbeaid by those with
revoked licenses.

Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: None.



Analysis

Current Law: A person may not manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled
dangerous substance, or possess a quantity of a controlled dangeroussushstecient

to indicate intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispense a codtral@Engerous
substance. A first violation in connection with a Schedule | (hefdibMA) or
Schedule Il (cocaine, crack, methamphetamine) controlled dangerousnsgbsarries a
penalty of up to 20 years imprisonment, or up to a $25,000 fine, or bogubgequent
offender under these prohibitions must be sentenced to imprisonmentdoyetrs,
which term is nonsuspendable and nonparolable.

MVA may revoke the license of any person who is convicted of driemattempting to
drive (1) under the influence of alcohol; (2) impaired by a controlledgel@us
substance; or (3) while impaired by alcohol or any drug withinetlyesars of two prior
convictions for driving while impaired or under the influence of any dalcphol, or
controlled dangerous substance.

MVA is required to revoke the license of any person who has been tahweichomicide
by a motor vehicle while impaired by, or under the influencalodhol, or impaired by
any drug or controlled dangerous substance.

MVA may suspend, revoke, or refuse to issue or renew the licerass®/ oésident, or the
privilege to drive of any nonresident, on a showing by its recordsthar sufficient
evidence that the applicant or licensee:

° has been convicted of moving violations so often as to indicate an inotent t
disregard the traffic laws and the safety of other persons on the highways;

° is an unfit, unsafe, or habitually reckless or negligent driver of a motor vehicle;

o has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use of a license, idemticaard, or a
facsimile of a license or identification card;

o has used a license, identification card, or a facsimilelickease or identification
card in an unlawful or fraudulent manner;

] has committed an offense in another state that, if committéukiistate, would be
grounds for suspension or revocation; or

° has knowingly made a false certification of required securitypynagplication for

a certificate of title or for the registration of a vehicle.

State Revenues. TTF revenues decrease annually to the extent that feweritigens
renewals occur for those with driver’s licenses permanently revoked undei.the bil
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State Expenditures. General fund expenditures increase substantially in fiscal @04.0

to the cost of reprogramming or restructuring the JIS databasess exktensive
reprogramming is necessary because JIS does not currently tralekioms of
subsections of the criminal law. In order to implement thesbi#quirement to track
violations pertaining to specific controlled dangerous substances, detaiesd to be
modified. The Administrative Office of the Courts has not beea @mbtuantify the cost.
Legislative Services advises that, although the fiscal 2010 budget includes $11,493,300 to
support several major information technology projects, the moddicagquired by the

bill has not previously been contemplated.

TTF expenditures increase significantly in future years due tedbkeof providing for
post-revocation hearings. MVA advises that it pays the OfficeAdrinistrative
Hearings $176 for each administrative hearing it conductsillBstrative purposes only,
TTF expenditures for additional post-revocation hearings increasappsoximately
$150,000 annually beginning sometime between fiscal 2012 and 2014. Thiatilhest
estimate is based on the following information and assumptions:

° approximately 50% of convictions for manufacturing, distributing, or dispensing
of controlled dangerous substances involve one of the five substancesaedme
in the bill;

° the number of violations in 2007 (2,266) remains constant in future years;

° approximately 75% of license revocations under the bill result in a hearing; and

o hearings do not take place until after the sentences for the undechynvictions
are served.

MVA advises that an annual increase of fewer than 2,500 additionacatson
transactions can be handled with existing staff. However, dueetodture of the new
transaction under the bill, a modification of the MVA Digitaddging Workflow System
needs to be undertaken by an outside vendor at an estimated cost of about $45,000.

Additional I nformation

Prior Introductions: A nearly identical bill was introduced in the 2008 session as
HB 1130 and received an unfavorable report from the House Judiciary Committee

CrossFile: None.

Information Source(s): Judiciary (Administrative Office of the Courts), Departmeit
State Police, Office of Administrative Hearings, Marylang&gment of Transportation,
Department of Legislative Services
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Analysis by: Evan M. Isaacson Direct Inquiries to:
(410) 946-5510
(301) 970-5510

HB 702 / Page 4





