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This bill requires a person charged with a violation of the open container/public 
consumption of alcoholic beverages laws in Prince George’s County to comply with the 
command in the charging document to appear in court by appearing in court in person.  
   
 

Fiscal Summary 
 
State Effect:  None. 
  
Local Effect:  The bill’s requirements can be handled with existing budgeted resources.  
  
Small Business Effect:  None.   
  
 

Analysis 
 
Current Law:  In certain counties, a person is prohibited from consuming an alcoholic 
beverage or possessing an alcoholic beverage in an open container in certain geographic 
areas, usually public property, parking areas, shopping malls, etc.  Some counties, 
including Prince George’s, provide an exception if the person has obtained authorization 
to consume the beverage from the owner of the premises or the governmental entity with 
jurisdiction over the property.  A violation is a misdemeanor, subject to a maximum 
fine of $100.            
 
 

Additional Information 
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Prior Introductions:   None.   
 
Cross File:  None.   
 
Information Source(s):  Prince George’s County, Department of Legislative Services         
 
Fiscal Note History:  
ncs/mwc 

First Reader - February 19, 2009 
Revised - House Third Reader - April 11, 2009 
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