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FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE

House Bill 685 (Delegate Kaiseast,al.) (Joint Committee on Children,
Youth, and Families)

Ways and Means

Family Law - Maryland Quality Ratings and I mprovement System for Child
Care Programs

This bill requires the Maryland State Department of EducatioB8i) to establish the
Maryland Quality Ratings and Improvement System (QRIS) foliahsed child care
centers and registered family day care providers by July 1, 20A3DE may adopt
regulations to implement these requirements. MSDE must sabrmamnual report to the
Governor and the General Assembly on the progress of QRIS by January 1.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2009.

Fiscal Summary
State Effect: The bill's requirements can be handled with existing budgeted resources.
Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Bill Summary: MSDE must establish QRIS for all licensed child care ezenand
registered family day care providers by July 1, 2011. MSDE deistrmine five levels
of quality for QRIS. At a minimum, QRIS must include an eviaduaof the following

components:



o licensing status and compliance; ° professional development;

° learning environments; ° parent and family involvement;

° program evaluations; and

° administrative policies and ° assessment of child growth and
procedures; learning.

The bill specifies that the purpose of QRIS is to promote sckadimess by establishing
a system to improve the quality of all licensed and registelnéd care providers in the
State. MSDE must use existing State and federal resourcesatbigh a pilot program
and to implement a statewide expansion of QRIS. Funds that ade foisehe
implementation of QRIS may be used to:

o improve the compliance rates of child care facilities;

o establish a methodology to evaluate quality learning environments;

° expand the number of child care programs obtaining State or nationahmrogr
accreditation;

° expand the number of child care providers receiving quality professional
development, including postsecondary and continuing education; and

° evaluate the effectiveness, including validity and reliability, of QRIS.

MSDE must select an independent party to evaluate the validityediability of QRIS
and provide information to the public on the evaluation and rating oicatided and
registered child care programs within QRIS. In addition, MSDE meakice the number
of unannounced monitoring visits from one visit annually to one visityegweay years to
any establishment that has reached, at a minimum, level three ofaleviel QRIS.

Current Law: MSDE has oversight of all licensed and registered child cagrgms in
the State. MSDE is required to adopt regulations that reldtes teegistration of family
day care homes and for the licensing and operation of child care centers.

Background: The bill's preamble indicates that 17 states have establiskd8 @
identify the level or quality among licensed and registered claitd providers. The
preamble also references research confirming that the nmdtlnain growth occurs in
the first five years of life and a recognition that high-qualéylye care and education
programs make a significant contribution to the development of s&dlsired by young
children to succeed in schools.

State Fiscal Effect: The bill specifies that existing State and federal resswace to be
used to establish and implement QRIS. MSDE advises they willexisting federal
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child care development funds to award a contract for QRIS. cbh&actor will be
responsible for receiving, processing, and awarding the quality ratinghkiltb care
facilities statewide. These funds currently support many of thetyjuatiatives that will
be part of QRIS, such as licensing/registration and program assessment.

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.

Cross Filee SB 414 (Senator Kinggt al.) - Education, Health, and Environmental
Affairs.

Information Source(s): Department of Human Resources, Maryland State Department
of Education, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Departimkehegislative
Services

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - February 18, 2009
mcp/hlb

Analysis by: Jennifer K. Botts Direct Inquiries to:
(410) 946-5510
(301) 970-5510
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