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Education - Public Schools - Standar dized Cour se Numbering System

This bill authorizes the Maryland State Department of EdoicgfISDE) to develop a
standardized course numbering system to facilitate the colecti data on student
participation in courses offered by public schools. Local schatesys may adopt the
course numbering system on a voluntary basis. If MSDE requiriees adlection
involving course numbers, a local school system that has not adoptedritiardized
course numbering system must provide a translation between am&ysburse numbers
and the standardized system. In an effort to mitigate the pdtBstial impact of this
required translation, the bill expresses legislative intent tladzd school system that has
not adopted the standardized system be able to access and us#eaaiyofeState funds
otherwise available for this purpose.

The bill takes effect July 1, 2009.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Authorizing MSDE to create a standardized course numberingrsysie
no direct effect on State expenditures. If resources for thtensylsecome available,
expenditures are likely to increase by several million dollars. Resemraeot affected.

Local Effect: Local school system administrative costs may increase dwider
translations between local course numbers and the standasgstech if MSDE requires
data collection involving course numbers. Revenues are not affected.

Small Business Effect: None.




Analysis
Current Law: This is a new initiative.

Background: Establishing a standardized course numbering system enablpar@mns
among local school systems and is a component of a statewigitutbnal education
data system. According to Rata Quality Campaign report, only a few states have
developed a standardized statewide course numbering system.

Simulus Package

It is anticipated that the State will receive one-time etloicgunding from the State
Fiscal Stabilization Fund, which is part of the federal econommukis package.

Establishing a longitudinal data system to track students througlddlcat®n system is

a funding priority for this federal aid. Standardized course ntsrdre one element of a
longitudinal data system.

State Effect: MSDE advises that adding standardized course numbers requiresits da
collection system to be reprogrammed and school-level staff tetk@ned. To add
unique student identifiers to its data set, MSDE received a $8i@mthree-year federal
grant in 2006. It is assumed that adding standardized course numb&8DE’s data
systems will likewise cost several million dollars. MSBé&vises that it has applied for
but not yet received a federal grant to pay for the developmenstaihdardized course
numbering system. MSDE further advises that it only intendséothe authorization if
federal funding is obtained for this purpose.

Local Expenditures. If MSDE requires data collection involving course numbers, local
school system administrative costs may increase to providdatians between local
systems’ course numbers and the standardized course numbers.

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.
CrossFile None.

Information Source(s): Maryland State Department of Education, Maryland
Association of Boards of Education, Department of Legislative Services
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