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Election Law - Change of Party Affiliation and Nomination by Petition -
Requirements

This bill allows a registered voter to change the voter’s party afbiigor nonaffiliation)
at any time voter registration is open, eliminating an existisgicdon on the ability of a
voter to change party affiliation during an extended period prior tonaapyielection.
The bill also specifies that the number of signatures of registesters needed to seek
nomination by petition must be determined as of January 1 ofethieof the primary
election for which the nomination is sought, rather than the deddlirghanging party
affiliation before the primary. The bill makes conforming changes.

Fiscal Summary
State Effect: The bill is not expected to materially impact State finances.
Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: Voter registration is closed between 9 p.m. on the twenty-firsbdéyre
an election until the eleventh day after an election. Partijaiin (or nonaffiliation)
generally may not be changed between 9 p.m. on the Monday that i®k2 before the
day of a primary election until voter registration reopens on theeedle day after the
primary election. In the event of a special election, paffiifation generally may not be
changed between the time of issuance of a gubernatorial proclancailomy a
special election and the day of the election.



If a registered voter has moved from one county to another withintélte $nce the last
general election, the voter may change party affiliation ondegltiie prohibited period.
An individual may not cancel the individual’'s voter registrationhwitthe prohibited

period and reregister in the same county during the same period ditfer@nt party

affiliation.

A candidate who seeks nomination by petition must file petitigreed by not less than
1% of the total number of registered voters eligible to vote foothee for which the
nomination is sought, except that the petitions must be signed leasit250 voters
eligible to vote for the office. The number of registered votezsded to meet the
requirement is determined as of the deadline for changing partatedfi before the
primary election for which the nomination is sought.

Additional I nformation

Prior Introductions. SB 363 of 2007 received a hearing in the Senate Education,
Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee and was refercednterim study.

HB 735 of 2004 passed the House and received a hearing in the Senatgoikduca
Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee but no further actiors waken.

HB 1394 of 2004 received an unfavorable report from the House Ways and Means
Committee.

CrossFile: None.
Information Source(s): State Board of Elections; Maryland Department of
Transportation; Allegany, Harford, Montgomery, and Wicomico counties;

Baltimore City; Department of Legislative Services
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