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Finance and Judicial Proceedings Health and Government Operations

Public Health - Certificates of Death - Nur se Practitioners

This bill authorizes a nurse practitioner to sign and fill in imfation on a death
certificate.

Fiscal Summary
State Effect: The bill does not affect governmental finances.
Local Effect: None.

Small Business Effect: Potential minimal.

Analysis

Current Law: In Maryland, nurse practitioners are registered nurses wheesaigéed

by the Board of Nursing as having completed an approved nurse practitionenpergra
passed an exam. The Board of Nursing, jointly with the Board of &aysj sets forth
regulations for nurse practitioners’ scope of practice. A nursetiponer can perform
the following functions independently under a written agreement: conmmighe
physical assessment of patients; establishing medical diagoos@mmon short-term or
chronic stable health problems; ordering, performing, and interpretingatabpitests;

prescribing drugs; performing therapeutic or corrective measwBsying patients to
appropriate licensed physicians or other health care providers; evidipg emergency
care. A written agreement is developed between a licensedciaimysand nurse
practitioner concerning the nurse practitioner’s performance dttiwions listed above.
The Joint Committee on Nurse Practitioners, composed of @l agmber of members



appointed by the two boards, develops the framework to be used in \agtie@aments
and makes recommendations regarding approval of agreements.

Chapter 233 of 2008 authorized a nurse practitioneetify that a woman who is a
minor and wishes to get married is pregnant or has given birth; prinaddate of birth
and medical information required on a birth certificate; witrzessitten or oral advance
directive and document an oral one; give an oral “do not resusaithte éor emergency
medical services purposes if physically on the scene and in anientstting; perform
an initial consultant examination on an emergency evaluee for purpokes
reimbursement by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiemeuct educational
training programs required of applicants seeking certification by Itisect Sting
Emergency Treatment Program; and certify an individual’s disalbdit the purpose of
obtaining a special disability registration number and specedbdity registration
vehicle plates. In addition, Chapter 233 authorized a nurse practitdnerhas a
collaborative agreement with a decedent’s attending physiciagrt@sd fill in required
information on a death certificate.

Background: A nurse practitioner is a nurse with a graduate degree in advaraazite
nursing. Nurse practitioners provide a broad range of health careeseirvia variety of
settings with or without physician supervision. Their scope of ipeagtries from state
to state. For example, while they are not authorized to wetscpptions in some states,
nurse practitioners in Maryland are authorized to do so.

Additional Information
Prior Introductions. None.
CrossFile: HB 250 (Delegate Kulleret al.) - Health and Government Operations.
Information Source(s): Department of Legislative Services
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