MARTIN O'MALLEY, Governor Ch. 250

Chapter 250
(Senate Bill 385)
AN ACT concerning

State Government — Health, Education, and Social Services PreviderData
Wazxrehouse — Submission of Documents in Electronic Form

Health Education, and Somal Serv1ces to establish a workgroup to determine a
process for certain entities to submit certain electronic documents to certain
agencies; requiring the Council to report to certain committees of the General
Assembly on or before a certain date; providing for the application of this Act;
and generally relating to health, education, and social services and the
electronic submission of documents.

Preamble

WHEREAS, The Task Force to Study the Procurement of Health, Education,
and Social Services by State Agencies recommended the development of an
Internet-based data warehouse (document vault) eliminating duplicative and
voluminous submissions to multiple agencies; and
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WHEREAS, The State remains committed to identifying all means of
environmentally sound communication methods; and

WHEREAS, Providers of health, education, and social services are committed to
efficient and cost effective transmission and preservation of data; and

WHEREAS, Private providers of health, education, and social services are
required to submit to State licensing agencies volumes of corporate, fiscal, and
administrative documents on a recurring basis and are required to keep voluminous
certification files on foster parents; and

WHEREAS, All State agencies, facilities, and programs are taking steps to
support Governor O’Malley’s Smart, Green, and Growing initiative, which includes
encouraging State employees to view documents electronically instead of on paper
whenever possible; now, therefore,
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF

MARYLAND, That the Council for the Procurement of Health, Education, and Social
Services shall:

(a) establish a workgroup of Council members and appropriate staff from the
State agencies that license health, education, or social services programs to determine
a process for nongovernmental entities that provide health, education, or social
services in the State to submit documents in an electronic form to the State agencies,
by direct transmission or by posting to an online system for document storage,

including:

(1) naming and formatting documents;

(2) submitting, updating, and retrieving documents;

(3)  security measures;

(4) standards necessary for the efficient and secure submission of
electronic documents; and

(5) arecommended implementation date; and

(b) on or before Oeteber—1—2013 January 1, 2014, report to the Senate
Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee and the House Health and
Government Operations Committee, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State
Government Article, on the process determined under subsection (a) of this section.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That nothing in this Act may
be construed to limit any existing authority of a State agency to accept documents or
information by electronic transmission.

SECTION 2- 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect Oetobez June 1, 2013.
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Approved by the Governor, May 2, 2013.





