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CHAPTER __

AN ACT concerning

Elections for Judges

requirements for partv affiliation for a candidate for off1ce do not apply to a
candidate for judge of the orphans’ court, except in a certain county; requiring
that a certificate of candidacy for judge of the orphans’ court, except for a
certain county, be filed with the State Board of Elections; providing that a
certain provision of law prohibiting the name of a certain candidate from
appearing on a certain ballot does not apply to a candidate for judge of the
orphans’ court, except for a certain county; altering the order in which offices to
be voted on appear on a ballot; requiring that the names of candidates for judge
of the orphans’ court, except for a certain county, be placed on the ballot without
a party label or other indication of party affiliation; requiring that the names of
the candidates for judicial offices be listed on a ballot in alphabetical order by
surname; and generally relatmg to the nonpartisan rseminatien—and election of
judges

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 515

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Election Law
Section 5-203,
and (g)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2010 Replacement Volume and 2012 Supplement)

5-302, 5-706, and 9-210(a)

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Election Law
Section 5-301(a)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2010 Replacement Volume and 2012 Supplement)

BY adding to
Article — Election Law
Section 9-210(1)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2010 Replacement Volume and 2012 Supplement

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
MARYLAND, That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Election Law
5-203.
(a) (1) This subsection does not apply to a candidate for:
(1) President or Vice President of the United States; or
(1)  any federal office who seeks nomination by petition.

(2) Unless the individual is a registered voter affiliated with the
political party, an individual may not be a candidate for:

(1) an office of that political party; or

(1) except as provided in subsection (b) of this section,
nomination by that political party.
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HOUSE BILL 515 3

(b) The requirements for party affiliation specified under subsection (a) of
this section do not apply to a candidate for:

(1) a judicial office, INCLUDING, EXCEPT IN ANNE ARUNDEL
COUNTY, JUDGE OF THE ORPHANS’ COURT; for}

(2) a county board of educationFzoR

5-301.
(a) Anindividual may become a candidate for a public or party office only if:

(1) the individual files a certificate of candidacy in accordance with
this subtitle; and

(2)  the individual does not file a certificate of withdrawal under
Subtitle 5 of this title.

5-302.

(a) A certificate of candidacy shall be filed under oath on the prescribed form.

(b) The certificate of candidacy shall be filed with the State Board if the
candidacy is for:

(1)  an office to be voted upon by the voters of the entire State;

(2) the General Assembly of Maryland;

(3) Representative in Congress;

(4)  the office of judge of the circuit court for a county: [or]

(5) THE OFFICE OF JUDGE OF THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR A
COUNTY OTHER THAN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY; OR

[(5)] (6) an office of elected delegate to a presidential national
convention provided for under Title 8, Subtitle 5 of this article.

(c) Q) If the candidacy is for an office other than an office described in
subsection (b) of this section, the certificate of candidacy shall be filed with the local
board of the applicable county.
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4 HOUSE BILL 515

(2) In accordance with regulations adopted by the State Board, each
local board shall provide the name and other required information for each candidate
to the State Board.

5-706.

(@)  This section does not apply to:

(1) acandidate for the office of judge of the circuit court:

(2) A CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF JUDGE OF THE ORPHANS’
COURT FOR A COUNTY OTHER THAN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY;

[(2)] (3) a candidate selected by a political party to fill a vacancy in
nomination under Subtitle 9 or Subtitle 10 of this title: or

[(3)] (4) a candidate defeated in a presidential preference primary.

(b) The name of a candidate who is defeated for the nomination for a public
office may not appear on the ballot at the next succeeding general election as a
candidate for any office.
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HOUSE BILL 515 7

(a)  The offices to be voted on shall be arranged on the ballot in the following
order, as applicable:

(1)

following order:

public offices for which voters of the entire State may vote, in the

(1) President of the United States, or President and Vice

President of the United States;

2)

3)
order:

4)

5)
order:

(6)

(i1)  Governor and Lieutenant Governor;
(111) Comptroller;

(iv)  Attorney General; and

(v) United States Senator;
Representative in Congress;

members of the General Assembly of Maryland, in the following

(1) Senate of Maryland; and

(i1))  House of Delegates;

members of the governing body of a county, in the following order:
(1) county executive; and

(1)  county council or county commissioner;

offices in the government of the City of Baltimore, in the following

(1) Mayor;

(i1)  President of the City Council;
(i11) Comptroller; and

(iv)  member of the City Council;
judicial offices, in the following order:

(1) JUDGE OF THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR A COUNTY OTHER

THAN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY;
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8 HOUSE BILL 515

(I1) judge of the circuit court; and

& (I11) appellate judges, continuance in office, in the
following order:

1. Court of Appeals; and
2. Court of Special Appeals;

(7 public offices for which the voters of a county may vote, in the
following order:

(1) county treasurer;

(i1)  State’s Attorney;

(i11)  clerk of the circuit court;
(iv)  register of wills;

«£- jJudge of the orphans’ court FOR

)
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY;

&2 (V1) sheriff; and
a9 64 (vil) other offices filled by partisan election;
(8)  party offices; and
(9) OFHER offices filled by nonpartisan election.
(g0 (1) Except for contests for judicial office or an office to be filled by

nonpartisan election, the party affiliation of a candidate who is a nominee of a political
party shall be indicated on the ballot.

2 @ A candidate who is not a nominee of a political party or
affiliated with a partisan organization shall be designated as an “unaffiliated”.

(1) A candidate who is affiliated with a partisan organization
shall be designated under “other candidates”.

(3) The names of candidates for judge of the circuit court, JUDGE OF

THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR A COUNTY OTHER THAN ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, or
for a county board of education, and the names of incumbent appellate judges, shall be
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placed on the ballot without a party label or other distinguishing mark or location
which might indicate party affiliation.

(L) ON A BALLOT, THE NAMES OF THE CANDIDATES FOR JUDICIAL
OFFICES SHALL BE LISTED IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER BY SURNAME.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2013.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





