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Public Safety - SWAT Team Reports - Repeal of Sunset

This bill repeals the termination date for provisions of law that require law enforcement
agencies to submit specified SWAT team reports to the Governor’s Office of Crime
Control and Prevention (GOCCP) and local jurisdictions. The bill also requires the
following information to be included in those reports:

° whether firearms were recovered at the deployment location, including the number
and types; and
° whether a SWAT team member or other law enforcement officer was injured or

killed during an activation or deployment of the team.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: None. Eliminating the termination date for SWAT team reports and
adding two new reporting requirements generally maintains current reporting
responsibilities for State law enforcement agencies beyond FY 2014.

Local Effect: None. Eliminating the termination date for SWAT team reports and
adding two new reporting requirements generally maintains current reporting
responsibilities for local law enforcement agencies beyond FY 2014.

Small Business Effect: None.



Analysis

Current Law: Chapters 542 and 543 of 2009 (SB 447/HB 1267) require a law
enforcement agency that maintains a SWAT team to report the following information to
GOCCP and the appropriate county or municipal governing body, on a biannual basis:

° the number of times the team was activated and deployed by the law enforcement
agency in the previous six months;

° the name of the county and/or municipality and zip code of the location where the
team was deployed for each activation;

° the reason for each activation and deployment;

° the legal authority, including type of warrant, if any, for each activation and
deployment; and

° the result of each activation and deployment, including: (1) the number of arrests

made, if any; (2) whether property was seized; (3) whether a forcible entry was
made; (4) whether a weapon was discharged by a SWAT team member; and
(5) whether a person or domestic animal was injured or killed by a team member.

The Police Training Commission (PTC), in consultation with GOCCP, was required to
develop a standardized format for the reports. GOCCP is required to analyze and
summarize the biannual reports and submit a report of the analyses and summaries to the
Governor, the General Assembly, and each law enforcement agency before September 1
of each year.

If a law enforcement agency fails to comply with the reporting provisions, GOCCP must
report the noncompliance to PTC. Upon receipt of a noncompliance report, PTC must
contact the law enforcement agency and request that the agency comply with the required
reporting provisions. If the agency fails to comply within 30 days after such a request,
GOCCP and PTC must jointly report the noncompliance to the Governor and the
Legislative Policy Committee.

The provisions of Chapters 542 and 543 terminate June 30, 2014.

Additional Information
Prior Introductions: None.

Cross File: SB 590 (Senator Forehand, et al.) - Judicial Proceedings.
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Information Source(s): Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Charles, Frederick, and Montgomery
counties; towns of Bel Air and Leonardtown; City of Salisbury; Department of

Legislative Services

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - February 25, 2013
ncs/lgc

Analysis by: Guy G. Cherry Direct Inquiries to:
(410) 946-5510

(301) 970-5510
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