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Criminal Law - Dangerous Dogs - Penalties

This bill increases the penalty for offenses related to the possession of a dangerous dog
from a maximum fine of $2,500 to imprisonment for up to three years and/or a maximum
fine of $5,000.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Fiscal Summary

State Effect: Minimal increase in general fund revenues from fines imposed in the
District Court. Minimal increase in general fund expenditures due to the bill’s

incarceration penalty.

Local Effect: Minimal increase in local revenues from fines imposed in circuit court
cases. Minimal increase in local expenditures due to the bill’s incarceration penalty.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis

Current Law: A “dangerous dog” is one that has killed or inflicted severe injury on a
person without provocation or is determined to be potentially dangerous by a local
government and, after that determination (1) bites a person; (2) kills or inflicts severe
injury on a domestic animal when the dog is not on its owner’s real property; or
(3) attacks without provocation.

A local jurisdiction may determine that a dog is potentially dangerous if it finds that the
dog has inflicted a bite on a person while on public or private real property; has killed or
inflicted severe injury on a domestic animal when not on its owner’s real property; or has



attacked without provocation. The jurisdiction must notify the dog owner in writing of
the reasons for its determination.

A dog owner may not leave a dangerous dog unattended on the owner’s real property
unless the dog is confined indoors, is in a securely enclosed and locked pen, or is in
another structure designed to restrain the dog. A dog owner may not allow a dangerous
dog to leave the owner’s real property unless the dog is leashed and muzzled or is
otherwise securely restrained and muzzled.

An owner of a dangerous or potentially dangerous dog who sells or gives the dog to
another must provide, in writing, specified information about the new owner to the local
government unit that made the determination about the dog and notify the new owner
about the dog’s dangerous or potentially dangerous behavior.

A person who violates these provisions is guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a
maximum fine of $2,500.

State Revenues: General fund revenues increase minimally as a result of the bill’s
monetary penalty provision from cases heard in the District Court.

State Expenditures: General fund expenditures increase minimally as a result of the
bill’s incarceration penalty due to more people being committed to State correctional
facilities for convictions in Baltimore City. The District Court advises that 14 violations
against the dangerous dog law were filed in 2013.

Generally, persons serving a sentence of one year or less in a jurisdiction other than
Baltimore City are sentenced to a local detention facility. The Baltimore City Detention
Center, a State-operated facility, is used primarily for pretrial detentions.

Local Revenues: Revenues increase minimally as a result of the bill’s monetary penalty
provision from cases heard in the circuit courts.

Local Expenditures: Expenditures increase minimally as a result of the bill’s
incarceration penalty. Counties pay the full cost of incarceration for people in their
facilities for the first 12 months of the sentence. Per diem operating costs of local
detention facilities have ranged from approximately $60 to $160 per inmate in recent
years.

Additional Information

Prior Introductions: None.
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Cross File: None.

Information Source(s): Maryland State Commission on Criminal Sentencing Policy,
Judiciary (Administrative Office of the Courts), Office of the Public Defender,
Department of Legislative Services

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - February 18, 2014
mm/kdm

Analysis by: Amy A. Devadas Direct Inquiries to:
(410) 946-5510
(301) 970-5510
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