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§5–601.1.

(a) A police officer shall issue a citation to a person who the police officer has
probable cause to believe has committed a violation of § 5–601 of this part involving
the use or possession of less than 10 grams of marijuana.

(b) (1) A violation of § 5–601 of this part involving the use or possession of
less than 10 grams of marijuana is a civil offense.

(2) Adjudication of a violation under § 5–601 of this part involving the use
or possession of less than 10 grams of marijuana:

(i) is not a criminal conviction for any purpose; and

(ii) does not impose any of the civil disabilities that may result from
a criminal conviction.

(c) (1) A citation issued for a violation of § 5–601 of this part involving the use
or possession of less than 10 grams of marijuana shall be signed by the police officer
who issues the citation and shall contain:

(i) the name and address of the person charged;

(ii) the date and time that the violation occurred;

(iii) the location at which the violation occurred;

(iv) the fine that may be imposed;

(v) a notice stating that prepayment of the fine is allowed, except as
provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection; and

(vi) a notice in boldface type that states that the person shall:

1. pay the full amount of the preset fine; or

2. request a trial date at the date, time, and place established
by the District Court by writ or trial notice.

(2) (i) If a citation for a violation of § 5–601 of this part involving the
use or possession of less than 10 grams of marijuana is issued to a person under the
age of 21 years, the court shall summon the person for trial.

(ii) If the court finds that a person at least 21 years old has committed
a third or subsequent violation of § 5–601 of this part involving the use or possession
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of less than 10 grams of marijuana, the court shall summon the person for trial.

(d) The form of the citation shall be uniform throughout the State and shall be
prescribed by the District Court.

(e) The Chief Judge of the District Court shall establish a schedule for the
prepayment of the fine.

(f) A person issued a citation for a violation of § 5–601 of this part involving the
use or possession of less than 10 grams of marijuana who is under the age of 18 years
shall be subject to the procedures and dispositions provided in Title 3, Subtitle 8A of
the Courts Article.

(g) A citation for a violation of § 5–601 of this part involving the use or
possession of less than 10 grams of marijuana and the official record of a court
regarding the citation are not subject to public inspection and may not be included on
the public Web site maintained by the Maryland Judiciary.
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