SENATE BILL 187

J1, J2 5lr1041

By: Senators Pugh, Conway, Currie, Guzzone, King, Lee, Mathias, Montgomery,
Muse, and Nathan-Pulliam

Introduced and read first time: February 2, 2015

Assigned to: Finance

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: March 13, 2015

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

ard— Workgroup to Study Access to
Obstetrlc Services

FOR the purpose of zegquiring authorizing the Geverner’sWerkforeeInvestmentBes are-te
eosrdinate Maryland Hospital Association, in consultation with the Secretary of

Health and Mental Hygiene, health occupations boards, the Governor’'s Workforce
Investment Board, and certain other entities and parties, to establish a workgroup
to study access to obstetric services in the State bs—dewelepine; requiring the
workgroup to develop a certain mechanism to evaluate certain factors and to make
certain recommendations; requiring the workgroup to report to the Governor and
certain committees of the General Assembly on or before a certain date e&%h:—ye&?
and generally relating to #h 3
workgroup to study access to obstetrlc services.

SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That 5
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amendment.
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(@) The Maryland Hospital Association, in consultation with the Secretary of

Health and Mental Hygiene, the health occupations boards, the Governor’s Workforce
Investment Board, the Medical Mutual Liability Insurance Society of Maryland, the
Maryland Association for dJustice, the Maryland Affiliate of American College of
Nurse—Midwives, and other parties as determined appropriate by the Maryland Hospital
Association, may establish a workgroup to study access to obstetric services in the State.

(b) The workgroup shall develop a comprehensive mechanism to evaluate:

(1) the number and geographic locations of obstetrical health care workers
in the State;

(2) practice patterns;

(3) provider preferences; and

(4)  other factors determined to be relevant by the workgroup.
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(c) The workgroup shall make recommendations for enactment of legislation that
would provide incentives to increase the availability of obstetric care services throughout
the State.

(d)  On or before December 1, 2015, the workgroup shall submit a report to the
Governor and, in accordance with § 2—-1246 of the State Government Article, to the Senate
Finance Committee and the House Health and Government Operations Committee on the
findings and recommendations of the workgroup.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June
1, 2015.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





