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SENATE BILL 409

M3, M1 51r1960
CF HB 449

By: Senators Montgomery, Raskin, Guzzone, Kagan, Lee, Madaleno, Manno,
Nathan-Pulliam, Pinsky, Ramirez, Young, and Zirkin

Introduced and read first time: February 6, 2015

Assigned to: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted with floor amendments
Read second time: March 29, 2015

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Env1ronment Hvdrauhc Fracturlng Regulations

FOR the purpose of peehibitine requiring the Department of the Env1ronment to adop
certain regulatlons on or before a certain date; & g A

adopted by the Department from becommg effectlve until a certain date: prohibiting

the Department from issuing a permit to authorize the hydraulic fracturing of a well
for the exploration or production of natural gas in the State until a certain date;
defining a certain term; and generally relating to hydraulic fracturing for the
exploration or production of natural gas.

BY adding to
Article — Environment
Section 14-107.1
Annotated Code of Maryland

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Environment
14-107.1.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION, “HYDRAULIC FRACTURING” MEANS A DRILLING
TECHNIQUE THAT EXPANDS EXISTING FRACTURES OR CREATES NEW FRACTURES IN
ROCK BY INJECTING FLUIDS, OFTEN A MIXTURE OF WATER AND CHEMICALS, SAND,
OR OTHER SUBSTANCES, AND OFTEN UNDER PRESSURE, INTO OR UNDERNEATH THE
SURFACE OF THE ROCK FOR PURPOSES THAT INCLUDE WELL DRILLING ANB FOR
THE EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS.

(2) “HYDRAULIC FRACTURING” INCLUDES:
(1) FRACKING;
(I1) HYDROFRACKING; AND
(1I11) HYDROFRACTURING.
(B) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2016, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT

REGULATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE HYDRAULIC FRACTURING OF A WELL FOR THE
EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS IN THE STATE.
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4 SENATE BILL 409

(C) REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION MAY NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE UNTIL OCTOBER 1,
2017.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT ISSUE A PERMIT FOR THE HYDRAULIC
FRACTURING OF A WELL FOR THE EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS
IN THE STATE UNTIL OCTOBER 1, 2017.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2015.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





