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FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE 

        

House Bill 1013 (Delegate Carter, et al.) 

Judiciary and Ways and Means   

 

Constitutional Amendment - Orphans' Court Judges - Election and Term Limits 
 

 

This proposed constitutional amendment alters, from four years to eight years, the term of 

office for orphans’ court judges.  The bill also establishes that judges of the orphans’ court 

must be elected at general elections.  Judges must hold the office from the time of the 

election until a successor is elected and qualified.   

   

 

Fiscal Summary 
 

State Effect:  None.  It is assumed that the potential for increased costs to include any 

constitutional amendments proposed by the General Assembly on the ballot at the next 

general election will have been anticipated in the State Board of Elections’ (SBE) budget.    

  

Local Effect:  None.  It is assumed that the potential for increased costs to notify voters of 

any constitutional amendments proposed by the General Assembly, and to include any 

proposed constitutional amendments on the ballot at the next general election, will have 

been anticipated in local boards of elections’ budgets.      

 

Small Business Effect:  None. 

  

 

Analysis 
 

Current Law:  Under the Maryland Constitution, each county elects, for a term of 

four years, three judges to the orphans’ court of their respective jurisdictions, with the 

exception of Montgomery and Harford counties, where a circuit court judge sits as the 

orphans’ court.  The orphans’ courts are the State’s probate courts.  The courts supervise 

the handling of estates and also have certain jurisdiction over the guardianship of minors 

and their property.  The salaries of orphans’ court judges are paid by county governments 
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and Baltimore City (except for Harford and Montgomery counties because the State pays 

the salaries of circuit court judges).   

 

In general, nominations for State and county offices, including orphans’ court judges, must 

be made by party primary, for candidates of a principal political party; by petition, for 

candidates not affiliated with any political party; or in accordance with the constitution and 

by-laws of the political party, for candidates of a political party that does not nominate by 

party primary.   

  

State Fiscal Effect:  State costs of printing ballots may increase to the extent inclusion of 

the proposed constitutional amendment on the ballot at the next general election would 

result in a need for a larger ballot card size or an additional ballot card for a given ballot 

(the content of ballots varies across the State, depending on the offices, candidates, and 

questions being voted on).  However, it is assumed that the potential for such increased 

costs will have been anticipated in SBEs budget.  Pursuant to Chapter 564 of 2001, SBE 

shares the costs of printing paper ballots with the local boards of elections.      

 

Local Fiscal Effect:  Local boards of elections’ printing and mailing costs may increase 

to include information on the proposed constitutional amendment with specimen ballots 

mailed to voters prior to the next general election and to include the proposed amendment 

on ballots.  It is assumed, however, that the potential for such increased costs will have 

been anticipated in local boards of elections’ budgets.        

 

 

Additional Information 
 

Prior Introductions:  None. 

 

Cross File:  None. 

 

Information Source(s):  Judiciary (Administrative Office of the Courts), Department of 

Legislative Services 

 

Fiscal Note History:  First Reader - March 16, 2015 
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Analysis by:   Jennifer K. Botts  Direct Inquiries to: 

(410) 946-5510 

(301) 970-5510 
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