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Chapter 464

(House Bill 896)

AN ACT concerning

Joint Commlttee on Behav10ra1 Health and OplOld Use Disorders

FOR the purpose of establishing the £ aserbium
Commlttee on Behav1ora1 Health and OplOld Use Disorders; providing for the
STCSES eoehairs—an affineg 2 asertiam membershlp and cochalrs of

spec1fv1n9: the dutles and purposes of the Commlttee prov1d1ng for the termmatlon
of this Act; and generally relating to the Maxsda cehF
Joint Committee on Behavioral Health and Op101d Use Disorders.

BY adding to
Article — State Government
Section 2—10A—-02
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:
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Article — State Government

2-10A-02.

(A) THERE IS A JOINT COMMITTEE ON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND OPIOID
USE DISORDERS.
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(B) (1) THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF 10 MEMBERS.

(2) OF THE 10 MEMBERS:

() 5 SHALL BE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE, APPOINTED BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; AND

(I) 5 SHALL BE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES,
APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE.

(C) THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE
PRESIDING OFFICER WHO APPOINTED THEM.

(D) THE PRESIDENT AND THE SPEAKER JOINTLY SHALL APPOINT A
SENATOR AND A DELEGATE TO SERVE AS COCHAIRS.

(E) THE COMMITTEE SHALL HAVE OVERSIGHT OVER:

(1) THE PRESCRIPTION DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM;

(2) STATE AND LOCAL PROGRAMS TO TREAT AND REDUCE
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DISORDERS; AND

(3) STATEAND LOCAL PROGRAMS TO TREAT AND REDUCE OPIOID USE
DISORDERS.

(F) THE PURPOSES OF THE COMMITTEE ARE TO:

(1) REVIEW THE FINAL REPORT OF THE GOVERNOR’S HEROIN AND
OPI10ID EMERGENCY TASK FORCE;

(2) REVIEW AND MONITOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GOVERNOR’S
INTER-AGENCY HEROIN AND OPIOID COORDINATING COUNCIL;

(3) EVALUATE MONITOR THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PROGRAMS,
POLICIES, AND PRACTICES, INCLUDING:

(I) THE STATE’S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SYSTEM;
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&8 (1) LOCAL OVERDOSE PREVENTION PLANS;

&M (1v) STRATEGIC PLANNING PRACTICES TO REDUCE
PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE IN THE STATE;

641 (V) EFFORTS TO ENHANCE OVERDOSE RESPONSE

STATUTORY LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND TRAINING;

&9 (Vi) EAWS—ESTABHISHHING LOCAL OVERDOSE FATALITY
REVIEW TEAMS; AND

€& (vil) EFFORTS TO EXPAND USE OF THE PRESCRIPTION

DRUG MONITORING PROGRAM BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL
HYGIENE AS A PUBLIC HEALTH TOOL FOR MONITORING AND RESPONDING TO
PRESCRIBING PATTERNS ACROSS THE STATE;

(4) REVIEW THE EXTENT TO WHICH HEALTH INSURANCE CARRIERS IN
THE STATE ARE COMPLYING WITH FEDERAL AND STATE MENTAL HEALTH AND
ADDICTION PARITY LAWS; AND

(5) IDENTIFY AREAS OF CONCERN AND, AS APPROPRIATE,
RECOMMEND CORRECTIVE MEASURES TO THE (GOVERNOR AND THE (GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June
1, 2015. It shall remain effective for a period of 6 years and, at the end of May 31, 2021,
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with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall be abrogated and
of no further force and effect.

Approved by the Governor, May 12, 2015.





