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Chapter 300

(House Bill 1139)

AN ACT concerning

Department of Educatlon to make a certaln not1f1cat10n to certain local school
systems and certain community schools; requiring the Department to encourage
certain local school systems and community schools to apply for certain federal
funding; requiring the Department to provide certain technical assistance to certain
local school systems and certain community schools in applying for certain federal
funding; providing for the termination of this Act; and generally relating to the
community school strategy in public schools of the State.
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Preamble

WHEREAS, The adequacy and equity of the state formula for funding public
education is currently under review, The Maryland Community School Strategy for
Excellence in Public Education Act will provide a meaningful pathway for addressing the
challenges of changing demographic trends, disparate and inadequate resources, and the
impact of concentrated poverty on public education; and

WHEREAS, Recent national legislation provides for the inclusion of factors in the
United States Department of Education accountability and funding systems that extend
beyond test scores to include the use of local and state resources to strengthen
school-community partnerships; and

WHEREAS, A community school is an evidence-based strategy encompassing an
integrated focus on academics, health and social services, youth and community
development and community engagement in order to improve student learning, positive
school climate, strong ties to family, and community partnerships; and

WHEREAS, The Maryland Community School Strategy for Excellence in Public
Education Act recognizes the urgency of the need to provide an innovative approach which
addresses the specific challenges faced by local school systems across the State to provide
quality public education to all students and in communities impacted by concentrated
poverty; and

WHEREAS, The Maryland Community School Strategy for Excellence in Public
Education Act will prepare local school systems to embrace community schools as a
transformative strategy for student success and new accountability systems before the
2017-2018 effective date of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA); now, therefore,
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(@)  Onorbefore July 15, 2016, and every 2 years thereafter, the State Department

of Education shall notify each local school system and each community school in the State
that federal Title I funds may be used for expenses associated with community school
coordinators and for the coordination of school and community resources associated with
the implementation of a community school strategy in a public school in the State.

() (1) The State Department of Education shall encourage local school
systems and community schools in the State to apply for federal funding under Title IV of
the Every Student Succeeds Act for expenses associated with after—school programming,
community school coordinators, and the coordination of school and community resources
associated with the implementation of a community school strategy in public schools in the
State.

(2) The State Department of Education shall provide technical assistance
to local school systems and community schools in the State in applying for the federal
funding described in paragraph (1) of this subsection.

SECTION 3- 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
July 1, 2016. It shall remain effective for a period of 3 years and, at the end of June 30,
2019, with no further action required by the General Assembly, this Act shall be abrogated
and of no further force and effect.

Approved by the Governor, April 26, 2016.
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