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§2–602.

The General Assembly finds that it is in the public interest for the State to include
enhanced transportation facilities for pedestrians and bicycle riders as an essential
component of the State’s transportation system, and declares that it is the policy of the
State that:

(1) Access to and use of transportation facilities by pedestrians and
bicycle riders shall be considered and best engineering practices regarding the needs
of bicycle riders and pedestrians shall be employed in all phases of transportation
planning, including highway design, construction, reconstruction, and repair as well
as expansion and improvement of other transportation facilities;

(2) The modal administrations in the Department shall ensure that the
State maintains an integrated transportation system by working cooperatively to
remove barriers, including restrictions on bicycle access to mass transit, that impede
the free movement of individuals from one mode of transportation to another;

(3) As to any new transportation project or improvement to an existing
transportation facility, the Department shall work to ensure that transportation
options for pedestrians and bicycle riders will be enhanced and that pedestrian and
bicycle access to transportation facilities will not be negatively impacted by the project
or improvement; and

(4) In developing the annual Consolidated Transportation Program, the
Department shall:

(i) Ensure that there is an appropriate balance between funding for:

1. Projects that retrofit existing transportation projects with
facilities for pedestrians and bicycle riders; and

2. New highway construction projects; and

(ii) In transit–oriented areas within priority funding areas, as
defined in § 5–7B–02 of the State Finance and Procurement Article, place increased
emphasis on projects that retrofit existing transportation projects with facilities for
pedestrians and bicycle riders and increase accessibility for the greatest number of
pedestrians and bicycle riders.
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