HOUSE BILL 916

M2 6lr3142

By: Delegates Jacobs, Carozza, Cassilly, Hornberger, S. Howard, Mautz, Otto, and
Reilly

Introduced and read first time: February 10, 2016

Assigned to: Environment and Transportation

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
House action: Adopted
Read second time: March 14, 2016

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

tlant s requiring the Department of Natural Resources to study and
make certain recommendations regarding harvesting hard—shell clams in the
Atlantic Coastal Bays; requiring the Department to identify areas in the
Chincoteague Bay that are restricted from being used under an aquaculture lease;
requiring the Department to report its findings and recommendations to the
Governor and the General Assembly on or before a certain date; and generally
relating to a study on harvesting hard—shell clams in the Atlantic Coastal Bays and
aquaculture in the Chincoteague Bay.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 HOUSE BILL 916

(@) The Department of Natural Resources shall:

(1) study and make recommendations on the mechanical harvesting of
hard—shell clams in the Atlantic Coastal Bays in the area between the Verrazano Bridge
and the Maryland—Virginia state line, including:

1) the appropriate types of harvest gear that may be used in
mechanical harvesting;

(1) an appropriate harvest season, taking into consideration
hard—shell clam population density thresholds; and

(111) appropriate harvest limits, taking into consideration:

1. the size of the existing hard—shell clam population; and

2. other hard—shell clam stock assessment parameters
developed in response to annual surveys and scientific studies, including mortality and
recruitment: and

(2) identify areas in the Chincoteague Bay that are restricted from being
used under an aquaculture lease.

(b)  On or before December 31, 2016, the Department shall report its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.
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20 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
21 Oetober June 1, 2016.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





