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SENATE BILL 49

P1 61r0445
HB 1241/09 — HGO (PRE-FILED) CF HB 215

By: SenaterYeung Senators Young, Kelley, and Kagan
Requested: July 10, 2015

Introduced and read first time: January 13, 2016

Assigned to: Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: March 16, 2016

CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Maryland State Song — Replaeement Revision

FOR the purpose of ekaneiae revising the State song; and generally relating to the State
song.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — General Provisions
Section 7-318
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Volume and 2015 Supplement)

Preamble

WHEREAS, James Ryder Randall a native of Maryland, wrote the poem “Maryland!
My Maryland!” sdaiet 2 axa during the early days of the Civil War—and

= ke when he was extremely
despondent over the death of a frlend Who was shot Whlle protesting Union troops as they
marched through Baltimore; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Randall’s poem calls for Marylanders to take up arms and join the
South in its battle against the Union and disparages Northerners and President Abraham
Lincoln; and

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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2 SENATE BILL 49

WHEREAS, The poem was adopted by Southern troops as a battle hymn and
remains one of this country’s most martial poems, the only state song calling for the
overthrow of the government; and

WHEREAS, The poem was adopted as the State song in 1939 and has continued to
stir controversy, resulting in numerous legislative efforts over the years calling for its
repeal; and

hlstorlc State song represents a bygone era when our State was d1v1ded in the midst of the

Civil War and expresses emotions that were characteristic of ke that most divided period
in this country’s history; and

WHEREAS, John T. White. a native of Frederick County, also wrote a poem entitled
“Marvland, My Marvyland” in 1894, which celebrates the natural beauty of this State, an
agreeable theme in which all Marylanders can take pride; and

WHEREAS, As many in this State make increased efforts to find common ground
and work together harmoniously in a nonpartisan manner, this State needs a song that
unites us moving forward and carries a theme that will endure over time; and

WHEREAS

ﬂ%%%ﬁ@ié% The State Song Adv1sorV Group headed by the State Arch1v1st convened in
October 2015 and recommended alternatives to the current State song, one of which is to
revise the State song by merging select verses from Mr. Randall’s and Mr. White’s poems
that meet established State song criteria; and

WHEREAS, Mr. White’s poem i1s more representative of a unified and inclusive
Marvland; now, therefore,

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - General Provisions
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(A) THE POEM “MARYLAND! MY MARYLAND!”, WRITTEN BY JAMES RYDER
RANDALL IN 1861 AND SET TO THE TUNE OF “LAURIGER HORATIUS”, IS THE
HISTORIC STATE SONG.

[(2)] (B) [The poem] SELECT VERSES FROM THE POEMS “Maryland! My
Maryland!”, written by James Ryder Randall in 1861, AND “MARYLAND, MY
MARYLAND”, WRITTEN BY JOHN T. WHITE IN 1894, and set to the tune of “Lauriger
Horatius”, [is] ARE the OFFICIAL State song.

&) (C) The words of the OFFICIAL State song are:

Thou wilt not cower in the dust,
Maryland!
Thy beaming sword shall never rust,
Maryland!

Remember Carroll’s sacred trust,
Remember Howard’s warlike thrust,—
And all thy slumberers with the just,
Maryland! My Maryland!
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M1
“SAIL ON, SAIL ON, O SHIP OF STATE!”
MARYLAND, MY MARYLAND.
MAY WE, THY CHILDREN, MAKE THEE GREAT.
MARYLAND, MY MARYLAND.
MAY GRATITUDE OUR HEARTS POSSESS
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AND BOLDLY WE THY CLAIMS EXPRESS,
AND BOW IN LOVING THANKFULNESS,
MARYLAND, MY MARYLAND!

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2016.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





