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CHAPTER _____
AN ACT concerning

Sustainable Oyster Harvest Act of 2016

FOR the purpose of requiring the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science
to conduct a certain study related to the public oyster fishery; requiring the Center
to report to the Governor, the Department of Natural Resources, the Oyster Advisory
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Comm1ss1on and the General Assembly on or before a certain date; W

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.

[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.

Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

(a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.

(2) “Center” means the University of Maryland Center for Environmental
Science.

(3)  “Department” means the Department of Natural Resources.
(b) The Center shall conduct a study to:
(1) determine sustainable harvest rates for the public oyster fishery;

(2) define appropriate indicators for the public oyster fishery based on the
results of stock assessments and other relevant data;

3) determine whether the public oyster fishery is experiencing overfishing;
and

(4) if the study determines that the public oyster fishery is experiencing
overfishing, identify management strategies, including rotational harvesting, in
collaboration with the Department, industry representatives, and concerned stakeholders
to address overfishing consistent with State law.

(c) On or before October 1, 2017, the Center shall report to the Governor, the
Department, the Oyster Advisory Commission, and, in accordance with § 2—-1246 of the
State Government Article, the General Assembly on the results of the study described in
subsection (b) of this section.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June
1, 2016.





